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PREFACE: 


H following Diſ- 
courſe 15 deſigned as 

well for Perſons of very or- 
dinary Capacities, as for 
thoſe who have more 1mpro- 
ved Mind: The main Bu- 
fmeſs of the former Part 
being of great Importance to 
be well conſidered by all, as 
they would not fall ſhort of 
thoſe honourable Conceptions 
of their bleſſed Redeemer, 
which are due to Him as 
Man; and the Contents of 
A 2 the 
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The PrEFAcE. 


the Latter, of abſolute Ne 
ceſſity to be firmly believed 
by u, as we would have a 
Title but to the Name of 
Chriſtians. 

But, whereas in order to 
the more ſatisfaftory Clear- 
ing of the Man-Jeſus's De- 
ſcent from Heaven, it was 
neceſſary to inſert ſeveral 
Things, which may not be fi 
adapted to the Underſtand- 
inge, or Reliſh of the vulgar 
Sort of Readers, as the Dif. 
courſe generally 2s ; let them 
not be diſcouraged from read- 
| ing on, if they meet with 
any ſuch ; for they will 
| quickly return to nM 4 ! 

| 707 


The Pg trace. 


will find, by the Bleſſing of 


God, as Edifying and Affect- 


ing 


And I make it my earneſt 


Request to thoſe who are of 


a different Opinion from us, 
more to confider the Evi- 
dence on which our Doctrine 
is founded, than what Ob- 
jections may be invented a- 
gan#t it: There being ſcarce- 
ly any Notions ſo plain, as to 
be uncapable of being obſcu- 
red and called in queſtion ;, 
except ſuch as are in the 
Number of Firſt and Self- 
evident Principles, or thoſe 
which are immediate Con- 
ſequents from them. 
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The PRE FACE. 

1 have ſomewhere met 
with a Saying of St. Auſtin 
to this Purpoſe, Becaule 
thou underſtandeſt not 
what is difficult, wilt thou 
therefore deny that which 
is plain? And ſhould we 
with-hold our Ajjent from 
every Propoſition, till we are 
able perfeilly to maſter all 
Objections that may be raiſed, 
we muſt be arrant Scep- 
ticks, if not worſe, as to moſt 
Things. 
1f there be Truth in our 
blunt Proverb, One Fool 1s 
able to ask more Queſti- 
ons, than many wiſe Men 


can anſwer; much more 1s 
it 


The PRE FACE. 
it true, that a ſharp Wit, or 


a notable Man at the laud a 


ble Gift of Wrangling, may 
raiſe ſuch Doubts even upon 
Certainties, as it may be 
bard for a rational Head, 
well ſtored with Learning 
tw, clearly torefolve. Of what 
can we be more ſure, than 
of Divine Revelations, or 
than of this Propgſition, God 
cannot Lye ? And yet what 
Work hath ever been made 
with ſuch Articles of our 
Faith, as we have the great- 
et Evidence of their being 
revealed by God, and of our 
not being deceived about the 
true Senſe of them 
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The PREFACE. 

But the Truth 1s, the Ho- 
Iy Scripture (eſpecially as to 
a great Part thereof) ws ſo 
contrived by the Spirit of 
God, as that there may be an 
Exerciſe of Vertue in be- 
lieving ; and ſo, as that a 
good Heart doth chiefly qua- 
liſie for the Reception of 
Divine Truths. By a good 
Heart I mean, that Probity 
of Mind, which makes Men 
bent upon 1mpartially enqui- 
ring after ſuch Truths, and 
ſincerely defirons to know 
what are ſuch for the bel 
End, vi. the growing more 
| in Grace and Goodneſs. For 
. which Kea ſon our Saviour 
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The PREFAcRk. 
ſaid to his Diſciples, John 7. 
17. If any Man will do 
his Will (« obe nos be Wil- 
ling to do the Will of God) 
he ſhall know of the Do- 
ctrine whether it be of 
God, Sc. And Chap. 8. 47. 
He that is of God (or 1 of 
an obedient Temper) heareth 
God's Words, or believeth 
them ; ye therefore hear 
them not, becauſe ye are 
not of God. And Ver. 31, 
32. If you continue in my 
Word, then are you my 
Diſciples indeed ; and you 
{hall know the Truth, Sc. 
Or, if it be your Care to 
live according to the Light 


you 


The Pxxtrace. | 

you have received, you ſhall 
ſtill know more of Truth; 

fo much as 1s needful for you. 
And the Worth 5 this ho- 
neſt Heart (as the Phraſe 1s, 
Luke 8. 15.) we may Jearn 
from that joyful Apoltrophe 

of our Lord, Luke 10. 21. 
In that Hour Teſusrejoyced 
in Spirit, and ſaid, | thank 
thee, O Father, Lord of 
Heaven and Earth, that 
thou haſt hid theſe Things 
(or ſuffered them to be bid) 
from the Wile and Pru- 
dent (the Self-concerted, and 
thoſe who are wiſe in their 
own Eyes) and haſt reveal- 


ed them unto Babes; ſuch 
as 
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The PREFAcRE. 
as are humble, modes1, and 
teachable, and give them- 
ſelves up to the Obedience of 
Faith, as St. Paul's Phraſe 
1s. 

Now as to the Doctrine, 
which takes up the greater 
Part of this Diſcourfe, my 
onely Defigu in the Pains 
(ſuch as = are) it has coft 
me, 1s the doing of greater 
Honour to our bleſſed Lord, 
and the more affecting us with 
what He has done and ſuffer- 
ed for ns. Aud I cannot think, 
but the molt affefionate Lo- 
vers of Himwill be byaſſed, 
by their Love, towards re- 
cetving it (with as Good and 
Great 


The PrEFace. 
Great Men, both Ancient 
and Modern, as the Church 
of Chrift has been Bleſſed 
with) ſince, as not the lea 
Il can come of it, ſo very 
great Good may and mus, 
in reference to our Lord, and 
conſequently to our ſelves, if 
it be not ſlightly and ſuper fi- 
cially aſſented to. 

And I cannot diſcourage 
over-curious Inquiſitivene ſo, 
about Points which are clear- 
ly revealed, more eſfectually in 
a few Words, than by refer- 
ring the Reader to the excel- 
lent Advice of the wiſe Son 
of Sirach, Ecclus 3. 21, &c. 
with which I conclude my 


Pre- 


The PREF Ak. 


Preface, viz. Seek not out 
the Things which are too 
hard for thee, neither ſearch 
the Things that are above 
thy Strength. But what 
is commanded thee (and 
therefore propoſed to be be- 
lieved too) think thereupon 
with Reverence ; for it 1s 
not needful for thee, to lee 
with thine own Eyes the 
Things that are in ſecret. 
Be . curious in unne- 
ceſſary Matters; for mo 
Things are ſhewed unto 
thee than Men underſtand, 
For many are deceived by 
their own vain Opinion, 
and an evil Suſpicion hath 
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The PREFACE. 


overthrown their Judg- 
ment. Without Eyes thou 
ſhalt want Light: Profeſs 
not the Knowledge there 
fore that thou haſt not. 


Edward Glouceſter, 


11 


— 
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| DISCOURSE 


Man-Chriſt 7eſus, &c. 


JOHN XVI. xxviij. 
I came forth from the Father, and 
am come into the World : Again 


leave the World, and go to the 
Father. | | 


H E Death of our bleſſed 
Lord being juſt at hand, 
He delivered what is 
ere in this and the Two 
oregoing Chapters, to prepare 
His Diſciples for His Departure 


from 
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from them: And to acquaint 
them more fully with ſeveral 
Truths of great Importance, 
which they had, at Times, for 
Subſtance heard from Him. 
The 14th Chapter begins with 
a great Cordial, to enable them 
to bear as became them his lea- 
ving of them. Let not, ſaith he, 


your Heart be troubled, you believe 


in God, believe alſo in me. In my 


Father's Houſe are many Manſions; 
if it were not ſo, I would have told 


you : I go to prepare a Place for 
you, And if I go and prepare 4 


Place for you, 1 will come again, 
and receive you unto my ſelf ; that 


where I am, there you may be alſo. 


And after this 16th Chapter, the 
next conſiſts of an admirable Pray- 
er of our Lord, upon the Conclu- 
fion of which, begins the Account 
of the woful Tragedy. 


Now 


3 Ie — 


31 


Now in the Words of our 
„. | | 

Firſt, Our Lord minds his 
Diſciples of what he had often 
told them, iz. from whence he 
came, I came forth from the Fa- 
ther, and am come into the World. 

Secondly, He informs them whi- 
ther he was going. Again I leave 
the World and go to the Father. 


Firſt, He minds them from 
whence he came into the World. And 
among other Places wherein he 
declares he came from Heaven, 
from God the Father there, he 
doth ſo, Fohn 6. 33. The Brea 
of God is he who cometh down from 
Heaven, and giveth Life unto the 
World. And v. 35. Jeſus ſaid 
unto them, I am the Bread of Life. 
v. 38. I came down from Heaven, 
nit to do mine own Will, but the 
Will of him that ſent me. V. a1, 

B 42. 


[4] 
42. The Fews murmured at him, 
becauſe he ſaid I am the Bread which 
came down from Heaven. And they 
ſaid is not this Feſus the Son of Jo- 
ſeph, whoſe Father and Mother we 
know © How is it then that he ſaith, 
I came down from Heaven? And 
v. 50, 51, 58. our Lord repeat- 
eth the ſame Thing. 

And St. John the Baptiſt, who 
had profeſſed that he was not the 
Chriſt F _ that He it is who co- 
ming after him is preferred before 
him? whoſe Shoes ies be 9 
not worthy to unlooſe, John 1. 27. 

i as he ſaith, v. 30. that he was be- 
. fore him, tho he came after him, 
ſo he deſcribeth him by Him that 
cometh down from Heaven, Chap. 3. 
31. He that cometh from Abou? is 
above all He that is of the Earth 
is Earthly, and ſpeaketh of the 
5 Earth. (ſpeaketh onely Humane 
[138 Things, not the Myſteries of = 
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[6] 
Divine hidden Counſel) He that 


12 from Heaven is above all. 
y Naw whereas the Jews thought 
5 
Pe 


this a Thing incredible, becauſe 
they knew (as they preſumed) his 
Father, and did know his Mother; 
d the Incredibility of his coming down 
t- from Heaven will ceaſe, upon be- 
ing ſatisfied, that at the Forming 
0 I of his Body in the Womb of the 
bleſſed Virgin, his Soul came from 
Heaven and entered into it. 
And how can we better un- 
derftand thoſe Words, Hebr. 10. 
4, &c. than to make them a 
_ that ſo it _ It is not poſſi- 
e, faith the Apoſtle | 
here, that the Blood of _ Co 
Bulls and of Goats ſhould expound it F 
tabe away Gins. Where- Prænunci ans ſe 


f tandem jugreſ- 
art [ fore when he c ometh into ſurun; Fore- 


the the World (cdonxina, or declaring that 


g d „he was now 48 
1anch coming down into this length upon co- 


 theY lower World) be ſaith, . 
D. B 2 Sacrifice 
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Sacrifice and Offering thou wouldeſt 
not, but a Body haſt 
Or wilt pre- thgy prepared me + : in 


are for me: Wis 
Les ene Burnt - Offerings and 


Enallage. Sacrifices for Sin, thou 
| haſt had no Pleaſure. 
Then ſaid I, Lo, I come (in the Vo- 
lume of the Book it is written of me) 
to dn thy Will, O Gold. 

This is a Citation of a Pro— 
phetical Paſſage, Pſal. 40. 6, &c. 
concerning the Meſſias; where 
we read but my Ears haſt thou 
opened: And inftead of thoſe 
Words the Apoſtle hath theſe, 
but a Boly haſt thou prepared me, 
which is the 70* Verfion or 
Senſe of them. And, not to 
trouble you with the Con jectures 
of Criticks concerning thoſe, it is 
enough to ſay that the Apoſtle 
would not have exchanged them 
for theſe, had 1t not been appro- 
ved of by the holy Spirit that 
in{pired him. = 


= EZ] 

We ſee, this Body prepared by 
ol was that which was to be 
offered in the Place of the legal 
1 © Sacrifices, and the 9th and 1oth 
u I Verſes do farther clear it. Where, 
e. ¶ after a Repetition of thoſe Words 
-o Him who was to aſſume this 
Body, Lo, I come to do thy Will, 
0 God, it follows, He taketh away 
the Firſt, that he may eſtabliſh the 
Second ;, or, the firſt Sacrifices, that 
he may eſtabliſh the ſ2cond Sa- 
crifce, which was to ſupply the 
Defects of all the Other. And 
the Apoſtle proceeds thus, By 
me, Nvbich Will we are ſanTified, our 
or Fins are expiated, through the Of- 
to Ifering of the Boly of Feſus Chris 
nes Wonce for all. FX 

it is It is a very natural Interpre- 
le tation of theſe Words, A Body 
em Naſt thou prepare me, &c. to un- 
ro- Alerſtand them as ſpoken by the 
hat Human Soul of the Meſſias, ex- 
We B 3 cept 


„ 
cept it can be demonſtrated that 
it was not created but in the 
Womb: Which, who would at- 
tempt to do? But doth it not 
plainly appear, that twas crea- 
ted in Heaven (and that before 
the Creation of the Earth at 
leaſt,) from this his Petition to 
his Father, John 17. 5. Glorife 
thou me with thine own ſelf ; with 
the Glory which I had with thee be- 
fore the World was? Of which 
more anon. 

The Socinians will have our 
bleſſed Lord to mean in thoſe 
Words, The Glory which he 
had in the Divine Decree, not 
actually, before the World was 
But, without doubt, they would 
not have thought of ſuch : 
Meaning, were it not neceflar) 
to the Anſwering an otherwilq 
invincible Argument againſt thelY | 


great and peculiar Hypotheſis. | | 
The) 


I 


EF 
They confirm this their Senſe 
from Rev. 13. 8. where Chriſt 
is called, The Lamb ſlain from the 
Foundation of the World : Which 
they take for granted muſt be 
the Lamb decreed ſo long fince to 
be ſlain. But we do not take 
this for granted, there being ve- 
ry learned Men that underſtand 
it otherwiſe ; viz. That there is 
a Tranſpoſition in this Verſe ; and 
| ſo they will have theſe Words to 
be read with a Parentheſis thus, 
out ---- Whoſe Names are not written 
hoſeſſ| (in the Book of Life of the Lamb 
he ſlain) from the Foundation of the 
not} World. That is, are not writ- 
was. ten from the Foundation of the 
World, or were never written. 
Both Dr. Hammond and Grotius 
do make from the Poundation of 
i the World to relate to are not writ- 
i ten, not to the Lamb ſlain, or that 
was ſlain, And this Senſe evi- 
B 4 dently 


[ Io ] 

dently appears to be the true 
One, from Rev. 17. 8. where it 
IS, Whoſe Names are not written in 
the Book of Life, from the Founda- 
tion of the World. "Theſe Tranſ- 
poſitions or Trajections are not 
unuſual in other Places; and ! 
think are chiefly to be found in 
St. Paul's Stile. 

And that our Lord came forth 
from the Father in his Human Na- 
ture, may farther, be proved 
from what himſelf faith, John 3. 
13. No Man hath aſcended up to 
Heaven, but he that came down 
from Heaven : And who is he that 
came down from Heaven ? It fol- 
lows, Even the Son of Man who 
is in Heaven. Or, who was in 
Heaven ; for there i is no Reaſon 

why we ſhoyld not admit this 
change of the Tenſe | here, ac- 
cording to the Hebrew Idiom, 


which (with the Change of Per- 
ſons 


LY 

e | ſons alſo, and Numbers, and 
t Genders, and Voices) often oc- 
n K cursin the New Teſtament, and 
the Old too, No- 
by . I Eraſmus ren- 

thing is“ more com- ders the 5 in 
Xt mon than the Chan- Heaven as 1 


done. Hi 
| | ging of One Ten ſe for 1 - 


another. Qui erat in 
5 Calo, VIZ. an- 
tequam deſcenderat. Who was in Heaven, VIZ. 
before he deſcended. 


And what can be plainer to 
this Purpoſe, than is our bleſſed 
Saviour's Queſtion, John 6. 62 ? 
What and if you ſhall ſee the Son of 
Man aſcend up, where he was be- 
fore? Where this Son of Man was 
before. And if this Son of Man 
may be ſaid to come down from 
Heaven, becauſe the Second Per- 
ſon of the Trinity did (if he did) 
before their Union ; for the ſame 
m, Reaſon, upon Suppoſition of his 
er- Soul's coming thence, his Body 
Ons | | may 
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C 12 ] 
may be ſaid to do ſo too, be- 
cauſe of the Union that was be- 
tween them after his Soul's co- 
ming down. But who ſees not 
how ſuch a Saying as this would 
be reflected on? 

But there is no whit more of Ab- 
ſurdity or Impropriety in ſaying, 
that the Son of Man came down 
from Heaven if his Soul did, than 
in ſaying that ſuch a Man did if 
his Soul did. But who will carp 
at ſuch an Expreſſion ? Nothing 
being more common, than to 
give even the Body the Name of 
the Man whoſe it is. As we ſay, 
Such a Man is dead: Such a Man 
is in his Grave. I need not ſay 
that this is alſo a Scripture Form 
of Words ; nothing of the Man 
appearing to our outward Senſe 
but the Body. 


And 


oO. ooo LN 
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[ 13 ] 
And yet, notwithſtanding this 
vulgar Way of ſpeaking, the 
Wiſeſt of the old Philoſophers 
would by no means have the Bo- 
dy to be a conſtituent Part, but 
the Soul onely to be the Man. 
It was a great Maxim 
with them, that Eve- Arimu cujuj- 


ry Man's Mind is him- 26 4.77 


ſelf. And that A Man's . 


Body is not he but his. 
That the Body is not, ſtrictly 
ſpeaking, any other but the 
Man's Houſe ; which is no more 
a Part of him, tho' vitally uni- 
ted to him, than is the Shell a 
Part of the Snail. | 
And doth not St. Peter's No- 
tion of the Body look like this, 
in that he calls his Body his Ta- 
bernacle, 2 Ep. 1. 13, 14. And 
St. Paul's too, in calling our Bo- 
dy the Earthly Houſe of onr Ta- 


LW ] 


bernacle, 2 Cor. 5. 1. and this 

Tabernacle, v. 4. ? 
That brave Man Anazarchus, 
while the Cyprian 


T unde, tunde fol- f 
lem Anaxarchi : Ty rant was P ound 


Anaxarchum zo» 1g him in Aa 
undi Trough, cried out 


to him, Pound, 
pound the Leathern Bag of Anax- 
archus ; thou poundeſt not Anax- 
archus. 

In ſhort, it is both unphiloſo- 
phical, and unlike a Chriſtian, 
to condemn giving to the Soul 
the Name of Man ; or calling a 
ſeparate Soul a Man unbodied, 
or out of this Body. 

Nay, the moſt Divine of the 
Philoſophers, Plato and his Fol- 
lowers, did look on Men as 
ſcarce deſerving the Title, till 
got rid of theſe Bodies: Which 
they would have not onely to be 


our Houſes, but likewiſe our 
Pri- 


. 

Priſons ; by our Deliverance out 
of which we gain abundantly the 
freer uſe of our Faculties. Nay, 
they would ſay, that we never 
truly live, till let looſe from theſe 
Bodies by their Death. And the 
Book called The Wiſdom of Solo- 
mon teacheth the ſame Doctrine 
in theſe Words, The corruptible 
Body preſſeth down the Soul, and 
the Earthy Tabernacle weigheth 
dawn the Mind, that muſeth upon 
many T hings, Ch. 9. 15. 

But whether the Body may 
properly be ſaid, to be a Part of 
the Man or not, I hope it will 
be acknowledged that the Soul 
is that Part which denominates 
the Man; and which doth, eſ- 
ſentially at leaſt, diftinguiſh the 
Species, Animal Rationale being 
his Definition. And conſequent- 
ly our Saviour ſpake moſt pro- 
perly, which is what I drive at, 

in 


[ 16 ] 


in his Declarations that he came 
= from Heaven, if his Soul 
id. 

If it be objected, That tho 
his Soul in Heaven might be 
called a Man, it could not have 
the Appellation of Son of Man, 
till after his Conception in the 
Womb; but, as was now thew- 
ed, he not onely ſaid, I came 
down from Heaven, but likewiſe 
that the Son of Man did. And 
therefore if by the Son of Man, 
he could not mean himſelf ac- 
cording to his Human Nature in 
thoſe Declarations; How can we 
be confident he meant himſelf in 
that Senſe in any other? 

| anſwer, That there appears 
to be nothing in this Objection, 
in that Man and Son of Man are 
ſynonimous, or of the ſelf. ſame 
Signification, in our Sav1ours 
Stile; as they are fo too in the 
Jewiſh 


© 8 ® . 


E 
Tewiſh Dialect; of which we 
have innumerable Inſtances in 
the Old Teſtament. 


As to their ſignifying the ſame 


Thing in the Stile of our Savi- 
wr, we find he could ſcarcely 
ſpeak of himſelf upon any Oc- 
caſion, in the Third Perſon (ſo 
wonderful was his Condeſcenti- 
on) but by this Title, the Son of 
Man; although, even as the Son 
of Man, he was much more the 
Son of God than of Man, as be- 
1ng concetved by God the Holy 
Ghoſt. Upon which Account ex- 
preſly, the Angel told his bleſſed 
Mother, That the Holy Thing 
which ſhould be born of her ſhould 
be called the Son of God, Luke 1.35. 

And I am beholden to my Con- 
cordance for this Obſervation, that 
Ezekiel is called in his Prophecy 
about Eighty Nine times the Son 


of Man : And Feſus Chriſt is ſo 


no- 
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nominated about Eighty times in 
the Evangeliſts. LCL 7 Of 
So that the Argument for the 
Man-Chriſt's coming down from 
Heaven, taken from his ſo often 
declaring, that He did, is not in 
the leaſt weakened by his alſo 
ſaying, that the Son of Man did; 
fince we ſee no Emphaſis or 
Weight is to be laid upon the 
Phraſe, Son of Man, to difſtin- 
guiſh it from the Word Man. 
But to put the great Point in 
hand ſtill more out of doubt, if 
it be poſſible (as I ſcarce think 
it is) the Apoſtle St. Paul, com- 
paring Adam and our Saviour to- i ! 
gether, ſaith, The Firſt Man «| | 
of the Earth earthy (or was ſo) the * 
Second Man is the Lord from Hea- f 
den. 1 Cor. 15. 47. And Eph. 4 
9, 10. He ſaith, Now that he 4. 
cended, what is it but that he alſo 


7 


B 

of the Earth? But it may per- 
haps be objected againſt making 
thoſe Words à Confirmation of 
our Doctrine, that the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks only of Chriſt's deſcending 
into the lower Parts of the Earth; 
which ſome underſtand to be the 
Virgin's Womb, or the Grave, or 
both. But, be this as it will, if 
he meant not His coming down 
from Heaven to the Earth indefi- 
nitely, but only into ſome partt- 
cular Part or Parts thereof, this 
his Arguing will be juſtly liable 
to Exception. For how doth it 
follow, that becauſe Chriſt a- 
ſcended, therefore He muſt firſt 
have deſcended into the lower 
Parts of the Earth in ſuch a re- 
ſtrain'd Senſe? When His Aſcen- 
hon can neceſſarily preſuppoſe no 
more than His having deſcended 
into this lower World. And 
ſo Dr. Hammond underſtands the 
C Phraſe, 


[ 20 J 
Phraſe, tho' he mentions the o- 
ther Senſe too. Here is the com- 
mon Change of Numbers, the Sin- 
gular into the Plural, Parts put 
for Part. And Grotius upon the 
Placeexpounds into the lower Parts 
of the Earth, in eam partem in qua 
Homines ſolent wivere : Into that 
Part of the Earth in which Men are 
wont to live; oppoſing it to the 
Mountain to which God firſt de- 
ſcended. 

So that it is as plain as can be 
from thoſe Words, That He who 
deſcended from Heaven is the 
ſame with Him, who afterwards 
aſcended : But it was the Man] 
Jeſus that aſcended, and there- : 
fore the ſame Man deſcended. 
But here is no Need of a There 
fore, or of making this a Conſe 
quence from that Premiſe; for; 
tho' there cannot be a plainery 


the Apoſtle contented 'not * Itch 
: 
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ſelf herewith, but in the next 
Verſe turns thoſe Words thus, He 
that deſcended is the fame alſo that 
aſcendel up far above all Heavens 
(or into the Heaven of Heavens ) 
that He might fill (or fulfil) all 
Things. And one would be apt 
to conclude, that the Apoftle 
muſt needs have had in his Mind 
ſome very ſpecial Reaſon for fo 
ſingular a Thing as this turning his 
Words immediately: And what 
can we imagine ſhould be his ſpe- 
cial Reaſon ſo eaſily, as that which 
we muſt needs wot of? 

We have another as plain a 
Proof as any of our Doctrine, in 
2 Cor. 8. 9. which ſhall be confi- 
derd in the Application thereof. 

Some of the Socinians, to evade 


the Force of the many Texts 


which appear (at leaſt to me) as 


| plain as 'Words can make any 
thing for Chriſt's Humanity's De- 


G2 ſcent 
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ſcent from Heaven, have light 


upon a ſtrange Invention, viz 


That He aſcended Soul and Bo- 


dy into Heaven, juſt before His 


ſhewing Himſelf. publickly to the 


World, and entering upon His 


Miniſtry, to receive His Goſpel 
from God ; as the Prophet Moſes 
aſcended up to the Mount, to 
receive his Law from Him. 

But well may this be called an 
Invention, and a bold one, there 
not being. one Syllable of any 
ſuch Thing recorded by either 
of the Four Evangeliſts; nor any 
where to be ſeen in the Apoſtles 
Writings. And who can reaſo- 
nably imagine there ſhould be a 
perfect Silence as to ſo auguſt a 
Matter of Fact, as Jeſus His go- 
ing up from any Part of Judea 
to Heaven, and coming down 
thither again, were there any 


Truth in it? And eſpecially when 
there 


7 


1 
there are not a few Narratives in 
the Goſpels, of Paſſages which 
are compar d with this of no 
Moment. 

And from what is laid before 
you, it is not to me more evident, 
that that Socintan Account of our 
Lord's Deſcent from Heaven 1s a 
riction, than that His many De- 
carations thereof, are not onely 
to be underſtood, of a Deſcent of 
the Second Perſon of the glorious 
Trinity, to whom His Human 
Nature is united. For how could 
this Perſon in the God-Head be 
clld the Son of Man, or the Se- 
cond Man ? Or, indeed, how could 
He be properly ſaid to come down 
from Heaven, or to come down 
Perſonally, who could not for a 
Moment be out of Heaven, any 
more than God the Father, from 
Irhom He is inſeparable ? Nor 
re I'uld He for that Reaſon be (aid 

G 2 ta 
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to come forth from the Father, except 
by neceſſary Emanation, as Light 
from the Sun. We read, I con- 
feſs, of God's coming down up- 
on Mount Sinai; but this His co- 
ming down is commonly held to 
beby his glorious Angels. And 
whereas tis ſaid, That God ſpake 
to Moſes and the Children of 
Iſrael, it is expreſs d, that He did 


fo from Heaven; tho, as I need 


not ſay, the whole Univerſe is 
filled with his Preſence. To make 
therefore all the foreſaid Decla- 
rations of our Lord, to be onely 
underſtood in the now-mention'd 
Senſe, ſeems to offer ſuch a Vio- 
tence to them, as no Words can 
have a greater Put upon them: 
And to me it more than ſeems to 
ſpeak him not to have come from 
Heaven in Perſon, as often as he 


declar'd that Himſelf did. 
* | 


5 
But Iam one of thoſe who hear- 
tily embrace the Opinion of the 
ancient Fathers, That God's co- 
ming down upon the Mount was 
Perſonal, they taking God for the 
God-Man. Of which more pre- 
ſently. 
We will farther obſerve, that 
the great Point we are upon, 
was a Doctrine of the ancient 


d Jewiſh Church: And agreeably 
SY thereto the excellent Author of 
e the Book of Wiſdom, Chap. 8. 
a-YF 19. brings in the Wiſe Man thus 
ly J ſpeaking, [was a witty, or under- 
CF fanding, Child, and had a good 
0-Y Spirit : Tea rather, being good, J 
any came into a Body undefiled. 
n:'y ltfcemsvery reaſonable toſup- 
to poſe, that K. Solomon is repreſent- 
omy ed ſpeaking thoſe Words, as hewas 
he an eminent Type of the Meſſtias, 
conſidering their well known No- 
ton of the Pre- exiſtence of his 
bu'J Human Soul. C4 There 
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There is a notable Tradition, 
anſwerable to that Notion, cited 
in an ancient Book among the 
Jews, called Peſikta, viz. That 
after Go1 had created the World, He 
put His Hand under the Throne of 
His Glory, and brought out the Soul 
of the Meſſiah, with all His Atten- 
dants, and ſaid unto Him: Wilt 
T hou heal and redeem my Sons after 
6000 Nears? He anſwer d, I am 
willing fo to do. Again therefore, 
ſaid God unto Him, And art thou 
willing to ſuffer Chaſtizements, for 
the purging away of their Iniquities* 
And the Soul of the Meſhah an- 

ide Hun ſwered, I will ſuffer them, 
1 A p. ow that _ all my 
309. Heart. 

And there is a Cabbaliſtical Re- 
preſentation of their expected 
Meſhas his being in Heaven, in 
another old Book of high Eſteem 
among the Jews, intituled, Mi. 
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L 27 ] 
draſhConen, viz. That in 
the Fifth Houſe built of 
the Stones of Sohan and Jaſpar, &c. 
(ſo Metaphorically and Myſtical- 
ly is one of the Cœleſtial Man- 
ſions deſcribed) fits the Meſſias, 
Son of David (with others) and 
that there he is placed in a Taber- 
nacle of the Wood of Libanum, like 
that made by Moſes in the Deſart. 
That Elias of bleſſed Memory ſaid 
to this Meſſias, Bear the Stroke and 
Judgment of the Lord, which he in- 
fits (or will inflict) upon Thee for 
the Sin of Iſrael ; as it is written b 
Ifaiah, He hath been (or /hall be} 
wounded becauſe of our Prevarication, 
and ſtricken becauſe of our Iniquities. 
And that Moſes and Aaron, Da- 
vid and Solomon came to honour 
him, and did ſhed Tears with him. 
And that they comforted him, and 
ſaid to him, Bear the Bruize of thy 
Lord, becauſe the End 1s near at 
Hand, 


Fol. 3. Col. 2. 
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[ 25 ] 

and the Chains about thy Neck will 
be broken, &c. This is the Sub- 
ſtance of the Tale ; but it ſhews, 
like the other, their ancient No- 
tion of the Pre- exiſtence of their 
Meſſias (viz. of his Soul) in Hea- 
ven. 

And agreeably to this Traditi- 
on, the ancient Fews held, that 
it was the >», the Divine Word, 
that appear d to the Patriarchs, &c. 
as the moſt Learned Dr. Alix hath 
largely ſhew'd in his Book, inti- 
tuled, The Judgment of the anci- 

ent Jewiſh Church, &c. 
3 1 That it was He who 

gave the Law to the 
Ifraelites ; and who created the 
Voice, which was heard by 
them ; and who had before de- 
liverd them from their Capti- 
vity in Egypt. That they held 
him to be God: That Philo, 
particularly, calls him, The E- 


ternal 
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[ 29 ] 
ternal Son of God, and yet ſaith, 
that he was a Man; and makes 
thoſe Words, Zech. 5. 12. Be- 
hold the Man whoſe Name is the 
Branch, to be meant of Him: 
And that He is the Mediator be- 
tween God and Men : T hat he was 
Prince of the Angels ; the Light and 
Doctor of His People; the Prophet 
of Gol; the True and Eternal 
Prieſt, &C. | 


And the like is to be ſaid 
of the Judgment of the ancient 
Chriſtian Fathers, which is too 
well known to need ſaying much 
of it. They, as well as the Jewiſß 
Church, make Him, who appear- 
Jing to Abraham, Jacob, vide Ju 
- | Moſes and Joſbua, was Mar. pag. 
- | 2dord by them, to be 337 Fer 
d the Meſtah ; whom one 1. 21. Er. 
while they call the ., Ecelef 
Word, exprefling the Hiſt.1.1.C.2. 

| Meſe 
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30 J 
Meſſrab by his principal Part: A- 
nother while they call him Chriſt, 
and Feſus Chriſt, and him who 
was born of a Virgin, as Juſtin 
Martyr in his Dialogue with Tri- 


pho. And, as Grotius ſaith of the 


Word Chriſt, that it is Nomen Ho- 
minis, ſo 1 find it called Vocabulum 
Humane Nature by Tertullian. 

I will here take Notice of what 
the excellent Biſhopof Ely faith in 
his Commentary upon the Book 
of Joſhua, on the 14th Verſe of 
the 5th Chapter. Upon the Man's 
appearing to Joſhua, and ſaying, 
As Captain of the Hoſt of the Lord 
am I now come, and Foſhua's falling 
on his Face to the Earth, and doing 
Worſhip, his Lordſhip ſaith as fol- 
lows : Which he durſt not have 
* given (for God alone is to be 
© adord) nor would an Angel 


© have received, without ſuch 4 


© Check as an Angel gave St. Joby 


6 Rev, | 


L 31 ] 
(Kev. 22. 10.) if he had not 
taken him to be the Divine 
Word, that was to come to fight 
for them. So the Chaldee Para- 
' phraſe upon Joh. 10. 42. It was 
the Word of the Lord that fought 
' for them ; according to God's 
' Promiſe, 1.9.17. This a moſt 
Learned Friend of mine (Dr. Al- 
lz) ſhews was the Judgment of 
the Ancient Fewiſh Church (ſee 
his late Book on that Argument, 
. 234.) and it is moſt certain 
was the Judgment of the An- 
' cient Chriſtians ; particularly 
"of Tuſtin Martyr, Euſebius and 
Tbeodoret. And therefore our 
' great Primate of Ireland fears 
not to ſay in his Annals, Feſus 
 Dominus Noſter, &c. Yeſus our 
Lord the Prince of his Father s Hoſt, 
* appearing AY} him, who was a Type 
0, Him, at Jericho, with a drawn 
Sword, promiſed to be the Defend- 


* er 


[ 32 ] 
© er of the People. And therefore 
I fear not to ſay, that his Grace 
muſt have believed our Doctrine 
concerning the Soul of Jeſus. A 
Man of his extraordinary Learn- 
ing, could not have called this 
Captain of the Lord's Hoſt, our 
Lord Jeſus, if he onely meant 
that he was the Second Perſon of 
the Trinity ; who could not he 
our Lord eſis in any other Senſe, 
than as the Soul of Jeſis was in 
a Perſonal Union with him. 
And who can fear to ſay, that 
lorious Defender of the People 
of Iſrael was Jeſus our Lord, after 
St. Paul had ſaid, that he was 
Christ, whom they tempted i in the 
Wilderneſs, as he doth in 2057. 
9.10? As alfo St. Paul ſuppoſeth, 
Heb. 12. 25, 26. (for which lam 
beholden to Dr. Alix) that "twas 
Chriſt whoutter'd'that Voice up. 
on Mount Sinai. i 


* 
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If it be ſaid, that the Jews 
had a Tradition of the Pre- 
exſtence of all Human Souls one 
where or other, as well as: of the 
Soul of the Meſſias in Hea- 
ven, 1 will onely reply to this, 
that we have nothing to do with 
that: The Pre-exiſtence of His 
Soul being not at all concern'd 
in 1ts being true or falſe. For, as 
there were many Things peculiar 
to our Lord's Perſon, and parti- 
cularly his Conception in the 
Womb of a Virgin, by the Over- 


ſhadowing of the Holy Choſt, 


both to preſerve his Body from 
the original Pollution of all the 
Sons of Adam, and to make him 
as Man above our Reach in a high- 
er Senſe the Son of God, than 
Adam himſelf was; Why might 
it not likewiſe be his ſole Prero- 
gative, that his Soul ſhould exiſt 
in Union with God's Eternal Son 
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L 34. 

in Heaven, before its Union 
with an Earthly Body? And 
this to render the God-Man ca- 
pable of this Humiliation he was 
to undergo; it being impoſſible for 
mere Deity to be a Subject of Hu- 
miliation. And the Deſcent from 
Heaven, as it muſt then have 
been in it ſelf a marvellous Hu- 
miliation to our Saviour, ſo much 
more muſt it have been ſo, as 
defign'd to forego not a few other 
not to be parallell'd Inſtances 
thereof. 9.08 

The Author of No Pre-Exiſtence, 
as very zealous as he was in op- 
poſing That of all Souls, faith 
he readily yields, that the Soul of 
Chriſt was long extant before it was 
incarnate : Becauſe He was a pe- 
culiar Favourite of God,; mas to un- 
dergo bitter Sufferings for Mankind; 
and therefore ſhould enjoy a happy 


Pre-Exiſtence for an Anti-Præ- 
mium. 


Pn 
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mium. And fince He was to pur- 
chaſe a Church with His own moſt 
precious Blood, it was fit He ſhould 
pre- exiſt from the Beginning of the 
Vorl i, that He might preſide over 
his Church as Guide and Godernour 
thereof; which is a Thing that can- 
wt be ſail of any other Soul be ſide. 
But waving the Confideration of 
theſe Reaſons for it, Oh, how 
doth this Doctrine ſuperadd to 
the Profoundneſs of our Lord's 
Humility, and the Wonderfulneſs 
of his Se /- Denial] How doth it 
alſo farther heighten the Merit 
of the Man 7eſis his Obedience 
and Submiſſion to his Heavenly 
Father; and more magnifie his 
Charity and Compaſſion to miſera- 
ble Sinners! And conſequently 
how much more cogent and pow- 
erful Motives have we from hence, 
to endeavour to excel in thoſe 
Divine Graces ; as mighty ſtrong 
Ones 
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ones as his Example hath given 
us, without the Conſideration of 
ſuch a Doctrine as this is! 

And to be more particular, T hat 
our Bleſſed Lord ſhould deſcend 
from his glorious Manſion into this 
dark Region: Take here a Body 
of Fleſh from the Womb of a 
poor Virgin: Be in this Body 
ſubject to all Bodily Infirmities : 
Bea Man of Sorrows, and acquaint- 
ed with Griefs : Live, as well as 
be born, in the moſt deſpicable 
Circumſtances : And, in Conclu- 
ſion, be made a Sacrifice for our | 
Sins upon a tormenting Croſs; It 
bearing our Sins in his Body on the 
Tree, and be ſubſtituted in the 
Place of Sinners, tho? a ſpotlels 
Lamb, which is the loweſt Humt- 
liation of all: And ſubmit to all 
this (which contains many more 
Particulars, ſome of which are 
hereafter to be mention d * 

WII 


[37 1 
willingly, nay gladly ; as is ex- 
preſs'd in the foreſaid Propheti- 
cal Paſſage of the Pſalmiſt, where 
he 1s introduced thus ſpeaking, 
delight to do thy Will, O God; 
that Will of God, that he ſhould 
take a Body, and be made a Sacri- 
ice therein; Tea, thy Law, this 
law of Thine, is in my Heart; 
or, as it is in the Margin, in the 
Midſt of my Bowels: Which ſpeaks 
the moſt chearful Complyance 
that can be expreſs d. 

Oh, with how high Admira- 
tion, with how profound Adora- 
5 tion, ſhould theſe Things be con- 
he templated ! | 
And certainly, whoever makes 
es any Doubt of this Doctrine, the 
nu. better Chriſtian he is, the more 
trongly will he be inclined to 
vie, that it may prove true; in- 
tead of ſtretching his Wits upon 

D 2 the 


[39 ] 
the Rack to obſcure the plaineſt 
Texts of Scripture. | 

That which makes many well 
minded Men averſe to the Re- 
ceiving of it, is, a Jealouſie that 
the Pre- exiſtence of all Souls may 
be inferr'd from it, becauſe ſome 
have made 1t a great Argument 
for it; and this is a Notion they 
cannot away with. But I hope, 
enough hath been ſaid to make 
them ſenſible, that they fear where 
no Fear is : And, that there may 
not be the leaſt Shadow of Truth 
in this Notion, while our Doctrine 
does ſhine as bright as the Sun 
at Noon. 

Can any one think, our Crea- 
tor muſt neceſſarily make all Souls 
to pre- exiſt, if He hath made 
one ; eſpecially, if there be no 
greatly important Reaſon why al 
{ſhould © Were there not more con- 

88 | vincing 


[ 39 ] 


vincing Arguments for it than 
this is (which, whether there be 
or not, we muſt not nom ſtand to 
confider) it ought not to be con- 
tended for. 

So that, laying aſide this Fear, 
muſt repeat it, that our well 
weighing what has been diſcour- 
ſed, muſt needs incline us very 
much to wi to have our Doctrine 
true, if not come up to complete 
Satisfaction concerning it. 

[, for my Part, am tempted to 
ny of it what honeſt Tully did of 
e the Immortalityof the Soul, Si in hoc 
neo, &c. If I err in this Point, I 
err willingly, nor will I while I 
breath ſuffer this Error , Extor- 


queri, to be wreſted by main Force 
from me, 


To ſay a few Words more con- 
cerning the ancient Tradition the 
jewiſh Church had of this Do- 

D3 ctrine, 
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ctrine, It is not eaſie to think it 
ſhould have been of ſo great Anti- 
quity, as that it cannot be traced 
back to its firſt Original, if it were 
a mere Fiction; ſince it doth ſuch 
ſuperlative Honour to our Lord 
as Man, and in all He did and ſuf- 
fer d as our Redeemer; and hath 
ſo many highly valuable Con- 
ſequences, which at the firſt Sight 
do offer themſelves ; and which 
muſt neceſſarily have a bleſſed In- 
fluence upon ſuch as believe it, 
and well conſider it. 

And why might not this Tra- 
dition have come down from the 
Patriarchs, as well as that of the 
Eternal Reward of pious Souls 
in Heaven ; which we generally 
conceive the Jews had handed 
from them to them ; there being 
noexpreſs Promiſe thereof in the 


Law of Moſes ; but, at beſt, it 
| was 


L 41 ] 
was obſcurely vail'd therein un- 
der Types and Shadows ? 

Nor is it hard to ſuppoſe, that 
in Time the Fanciful Rabbins 
might graff upon the Pre-ex1- 
ſence of the Soul of their Meſ- 
fas, the Pre- exiſtence of all Souls; 
1s Pythagoras may be ſuppoſed to 
do upon this, his abſurd Doctrine 
of their Tranſmigration. 

But, as to the Univerſal Pre- 
exiſtence, as difficult as it is to 
make 1t an Article of our Faith, 
we ſhould be obliged not to que- 
ſtion 1t, were 1t as plainly de- 
e liver'd in Scripture as that of the 
ze Soul of the Meſſias is. 


lvl Yet, after all, I will not ſay, 
ed there's an abſolute Neceſſity in 
ng order to the making out of this 
he Doctrine, That His Soul onely 
it ſhould have the Privilege of Pre- 
a Y exiltence, For why may there 
D4 not 
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L 42 ] 
not be an Order of Angels of the 
ſelt- ſame Nature with Humane 
Souls, and differing from them 
onely 1n their never having been 
; deſigned for Terreſtrial Bodies: 
1 And to which the Guardianſhip 
| of their own Species on Earth may 
have been eſpecially committed, 
as having the moſt natural Affecti- 
on and Concern for them ? And 
- 30 God the Father's declaring 

is moſt gracious Pleaſure, that 
He would have one of theſe un- 
dertake the Redemption of their 
apoſtate Brethren, by becoming 
in all Things like to them, Sin ex- 
cepted ; This bleſſed Soul, being 
one of this Order, and the Chief 
of them, might immediately,with 
the greateſt Alacrity, offer Him- 
felf to take on Him this Office; 
or comply with this His Heaven- 
ly Father's Pleaſure, according 


to the fore-mention'd Words by 
the 
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the Pſalmiſt, and the Author to 
the Hebrews, and the now recited 
ancient Tradition: And might 
thereupon be united to the Logos, 
to qualifie Him for the Whole of 
of this Mighty and Super-Ange- 
lical Undertaking. 

I ſhould incline to this as no 
unreaſonable Suppoſition ; but 1 
cannot conceal it, that I would 
not forſake the moſt obvious 
Meaning of John 1. 10. compar'd 
with Col. 1. 15, 16, 17. for the 
ſake thereof. Which 1s, that our 
Saviour, according to His Hu- 
mane Nature, was the Firſt of 
God's Creation, and united to 
God's Eternal Son before He crea- 
ted the Angels themſelves. And, 
without doubt, it may well be 
noſed, that this glorious. uni- 
ted Spirit might be perfectly of 


the ſame Nature with our Souls; 


and that he was ſo, to have pro- 
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[44] 
perly the Denomination ofa Man. 
| am perſwaded, I ſhall not be 
over confident, if I affirm, that 
more than enough hath been ſaid | 
to induce us, infinitely to prefer 
this Hypothefis to that of our Sa- 
viour's Soul's having had no Exi- 
ſtence before 1t was incarnate, e- 
ven tho He had never ſo expreſ- 
ly aſſur'd us, as He has done, 
that He came down from Heaven. 


But as to thoſe Socintans, who 


are Proof againſt all Arguments 


that can be offer'd towards their 
Conviction, Iexpe& they will be 
the more prejudiced againſt our 
Doctrine, for its depriving them 
of the Advantages they have for 
the Retorting of the Charge a- 
gainſt them of wreſting Scripture. 
Of this we will give Two or Three 
of the chief Inſtances, I having 
more in my Mind. 

| Where⸗ 
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[45] 
Whereas our Lord faith, John 
8. 58. Verily, verily, I ſayunto you, 
before Abraham was I am: Which 
was His Reply to the Fews that 

ſaid, Thou art not yet Fifty Tears 
old (or haſt not yet ſeen ſo much 
as half one Age) and haſt thou 
ſeen Abraham ? 

There are Learned Men who 
infer from theſe Words, that our 
Lord Chriſt is Fehovah, becauſe 
He here gives Himſelf the Name 
of I AM; by which Jehovah told 

Moſes, He would be known to 
the People of Ifrael. Which 
Name ſpeaks His Eternal and 
r MU Unchangeable Exiſtence, and His 
n © being the Fountain of All-Be- 
Jy Ing. 

Now the Socinians will have 
this to be a very forced Interpre- 
tation; and I am one of thoſe 
Anti-Socinians, who cannot ap- 
prove of it; if it were for no 
other 
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other Reaſon, but that our Lord 
knew thoſe Fews to be utterly 
unqualified for the receiving of 
ſuch Doctrine, and therefore 
they would be the more exaſpe- 
rated thereby, inſtead of being 
convinced. As for the ſame Rea- 
ſon, He put them by from under- 
ſtanding His higheſt Meaning in 
calling Himſelf the Son of God, 
John 10. 35, 36. And ' tis no Ar- 
gument for their underſtanding 
Him in that Senſe, that they fell 
into ſuch a Rage as to take up 
Stones, upon thoſe Words, to caſt 
at Him, (it is not ſaid, to ſtone 
Him, as Ver. 31, of that Chap- 
ter) for what was leſs than Blaſ- 
phemy would put them into a 
Flame againſt Him; and it was 
enough ſo to do onely to tell 
them, that Himſelf was elder, 
and therefore greater, than their 
Father Abraham, And ſo tis big 

* 


[ 47 ] 

ly probable they did underftand 
Him, 1t being the plain and na- 
tural Senſe of the Words ; no- 
thing being more common (as 
I need not fay again) in the 
stile of the Jews, than the chan- 
ging one Tenſe for another; and 
the Preſent may well be put for 
the Imperfect here, [am for I was. 
And our Doctrine doth affirm, 
that Chriſt, as a Man, was vaſtly 
before Abraham. 

I need not add, that they as 
much find Fault with under- 
ſtanding thoſe Words of our Sa- 
viour, as fignifying His having 
been before Abraham, according 
to His Divine Nature, or as uni- 
ted to the Second Perſon ; and 
do make this as ſtrain d a Senſe 
as the other. But, I ſay, our Do- 
ctrine gives a Senſe, which, if 
true, leaves no Room for Cavel- 
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Again, whereas theſe Adver- 
ſaries make Work, with the In- 
terpreting of the fore-mention'd 
Petition of our Lord, Glorifie thou 
me with the Glory which I had with 
Thee before the World was; as 
meant of the Glory which He 
had fo long fince with the Father, 
as He was united to the Second 
Perſon : Alledging, that, if there 
be ſuch a Perſon, He muſt needs 
always have had that Glory, and 
therefore could not pray to be re- 
| ſtored to it; as we ſay, He could 
not as Man, becauſe ſo He never 
had it. But you have ſeen, that 
we do not all ſay ſo. And this 
Arguing of theirs I cannot de- 
ſpiſe. But our Doctrine will be 
a moſt clear Anſwer, till they are 
able to confute it, which they ne- 
ver will be. However, it hath 
no Colour of putting any Force 


upon our Lord's Words. 
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I make thoſe Words, 2 Cor. 
8. 9. Another Inſtance to the 
ſame Purpoſe ; but I have al- 
ready referr'd ſpeaking to this 
Text to another Place. 

T have hitherto taken it for 
granted, that Feſus is united to 
the Divinity; it not being to be 
expected, that I ſhould undertake 
the direct Proof thereof upon 
ths Argument. But, however, 
| briefly offer what follows as a 
clear Demonſtration of the Truth 
of this great Doctrine; eſpeci- 
ally conſidering it altogether. 

1. I can never hope to under- 
ſtand St. Fobn's ſaying, The Word 
was made Fleſh, Ch. 1. 14. com- 
paring it with the Three firſt 
Verſes, if there be no Truth in 
this Article of our Faith. For 
by His being made Fleſh, what can 
be meant but His being _ in 

Un 


=o. 


[ 50 ] 

Human Fleſh? And how could 
He be ſo otherwiſe, than as He 
(this e or Word) united the 
Soul of Jeſus which informed 
this Fleſh, unto Himſelf ? Un- 
leſs we can imagine, with Appol- 
linarts, that Himſelf was the Soul 
of this Body ; and conſequently 
that Feſus never was a Man. 

2. The Apoſtle St. Paul plain- 
ly aſſerts this Doctrine, in Phil. 
2. 6,7, Oc. where, exhorting to 
the Imitation of Chrift Jeſus, he 
faith, Who being in the Form of 
God, thought it not Robbery to he 
equal with God, &c. He did not 
Oſtentate and make a Boaſt of 
Equality with God the Father, 
as Conquerors uſe to vaunt of 
their Prizes. Or did not, like 
Lucifer , think Equality with 
Him a Prey or Spoil to be in- 
vaded by Him; in that Senſe 
that Cicero ſaid of Verres; Omni 
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511 
um bona Predam ſuam duxit: He 
looked upon all Mens Property as 
bis Prey. And the Phraſe here 
t yαναν Groti uus ſaith, 18 
uſed much in the ſame Senſe by 
Plutarch. And that by e 2; 
the Form of God, is meant His 
Eſſential Form, not a mere out- 
ward Reſemblance of God, in 
the Performance of abundance of 
Divine and Miraculous Works, 
may not onely be gather'd from 
the fame Word «# preſently af- 
ter, relating to a Servant (and 
took upon him the Form of a Servant) 
which was far from the mere 
er Appearance of one; but allo, 

and I think eſpeczally, from this 
Conſideration, . That the Apoſtle 
a would have ſaid nothing /mpular 
like >; 1 — 9 

of our Lord as Man, were he 
onely in this; Senſe in the Form of 
Cod. For he might have ſaid 
the ſame of himſelf, with his Fel- 
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[592] 
low Apoſtles ; who wrought as 
great Miracles as their Lord did, 
and greater too, as He promiſed 
them they ſhould ; that 1s, more 
excellent as to the Succeſt of them; 
tho none could be greater in 
themſelves than His were. 

The Primitive Fathers under- 
ſtood this Phraſe, In the Form of 
God, in the ſame Senſe, and al- 
ledge this Place for the Divinity 
of our Saviour. 
It follows, But made Himſel 
f no Reputation, &c. , he 
emptied himſelf. He was ſo far 
from boaſting of an Equalit) 
with God, that he leſſen' d, in- 
nitely leſſen d, himſelf, as this, 
with the next Verſe, ſhews. 
And the 9th Verſe does 4 
plainly prove Chriſt's Pre-ex 
iſtence in Heaven, as Man, as th 
6th does his Union with the D- 


vine Word. For how can He, who 
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. 
is abſolutely unchangeable, be 
ſaid to have emptied Himſelf? 
This was abſolutely impoſſible. 
And beſides, in the ſeveral Parts 
of his Humiliation here ſet down, 
the 5th Verſe ſhews the Apoſtle's 
Defign was to make him the 
more admirable Example to us 
of Humility ; he uſhering 1n 
thoſe Parts with this Exhortati- 
on, Let this Mind he in you which 
was alſo in Chriſt Feſus. But I am 
miſtaken, if we ever find the 
Deity propounded to us as an Ex- 
ample of Humility ; tho' God 
commands our Conformity to 
Himſelf in Holineſs ; and our 
Lord Jeſus requires us to imi- 
tate our Heavenly Father in un- 
limited Charity and Beneficence. 
3+ What ſay we fo the Dozo- 
lagies given to Jeſus Chriſt, which 
are as plainly expreſſive of Di- 
vine Worſhip as Words can make 
E 2 them? 
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them ?. Surely theſe are as much 
to the Purpoſe as can be, for the 
Proving of this Article of Faith ; 
they being ſuch as greater areno 
where given to God the Father. 
Such a Doxology 1s given to 
our Lord, together with the Fa- 
ther, Rev. 5. 13. ---- Bleſſing, and 
and Honour, and Glory, and Power, 
be given unto Him that ſitteth upon 
the Throne, and unto the Lamb for 
ever and ever 
And Two ſuch are given to 
him alone. One Ver. 12. And 
there are joyning in this many 
Angels alſo, Saying with a loud 
Voice, wort hy is the Lamb that was 
lain, to receive Power, and Riches, 
and Wiſdom, and Strength, and Ho- 
nour, and Glory, and Bleſſing. The 
other Rev. 1. 5, 6. ---Unto Him that 
loved us, and waſhed us from our Sins 
in His own Blood: And hath made us 
Kings and Prieſts unto God and 75 
R . 
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Father; to Him be Glory and Do- 
minion for ever and ever, Amen. 


And now what think we? 

Hath Idolatry, which God fo ſe- 
eerely forbad to his ancient Peo- 
ple, and for which they ſo ſorely 
ſmarted, ceaſed to be a Sin ſince 
our Saviour's Coming? Nay, is 
it become a Duty; and are we 
encouraged thereunto by the Ex- 
ample even of the holy Angels? 
This muſt be true, if Chriſt hath 
onely an Humane Nature ; and 
he can have no other, if his Soul 
be not in Union with the Di- 
vine Logos: Except, as we ſaid, 
the Logos be his Soul; and then 
he has onely the Divine Nature 
imbodied : Nay, and except the 
Deity can be capable of Agonies 
and Torment ; and who will not 
all this a great Blaſphemy ? I 
1s Wii fay nothing of that mad 
| 2 Whim 
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Whim of Eutyches, who would 
have the Two Natures in Chriſt 
to be compounded and blended toge- 

ther. | 
And to talk of a made God, a 

God made of a mere Creature, 
by its being indued with Divine 
Authority, and ſo made an Ob- 
ject of Divine Worſhip, what a 
Reflexion muſt this be upon God 
the Father; as having thus far 
cancell'd his Two firſt Command- 

ments of the Moral Laws, And 
why may he not alſo make them 
quite ceaſe to be obliging ; and, 

for the ſame Reaſon, the other 
Eight too? And / there is no 
thing but Arbitrary Pleaſure, on 
which any of them are founded. 
Which I will not ſuſpect thoſe} | 
1 am now . concern'd with of | 
think any more than we do. 
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And thus much may ſuffice in 
Reference to our Lord's Divi- 
nit y. TIE 

+ will ſay this too to the Do- 
trine of the Holy Trinity, viz. 
That our Saviour's Form of Bap- 
tiſm in the Name of the Father, and 
if the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, 
doth alone prove it, I mean a 
Real, not a mere Nominal, Modal, 
or Sabellian Trinity. And, in the 
Opinion of much better Judges 
than I can pretend to be, the 
fore-mention'd moſt Elaborate 
Account of the Judgment of the 
ancient Jewiſh Church, againſt the 
Unitarians, in the Controverſre up- 
on the Holy Trinty, and the Divi- 
nity of our Bleſſed Saviour is abun- 
dantly ſufficient for ever to fi- 
lence it. 

And I think the Twen- Printed for 
Eight Propoſitions con- 3 5 
erning the Trinity do 
E 4 ful⸗ 
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ſufficiently explain it, according 
to the Holy Scriptures, and the 
ancient Fathers, ſo far as to ſpeak 
it not contradictory to natural 
Reaſon. To which I refer the 
Reader, with the Three Defences 
of them. 

But, to proceed a little far- 
ther in our direct and immediate 
Buſineſs. I freely acknowledge, 
that the Condeſcenſion of Chriſt 
as Man, is not to be compar! 
with his Condeſcenfion confider- 
ed as God. And to aſcribe Con- 
deſcenſion (tho' not Humiliati- 
on) to God, is highly worthy df 
the Divine Majeſty. 

As alſo we muſt affirm, that 
our Primary Obligation for our 
Redemption by Chrift, is to God 
the Father, who ſent him, and 
whoſe Gift he is. So God lovel 
the World, that he gave his onel) be. 
gotten Son, &c. 


And 


— 
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And again, it muſt be grant- 
ed, that Chrift, as God, gave 
the moſt glorious Demonſtration 
of Love and Compaſſion to a- 
poſtate Mankind ; in that the 
Deity's Uniting the Humane 
Nature to it ſelf, was unſpeak- 
ably more marvellous, than all 
that Chriſt did, or could undergo 
as Man. 
But we muſt not endure it, 
that our Obligation to the Man 
Jeſus ſhould in the leaſt be made 


leſs than it is; or that he ſhould 


loſe any of the Honour due to 
him. But to make him, as Man, 
not to have a Being before he 
was in this World, or not to 
have come down from Heaven 
as Man, (if he did) much leſſens 
the Wonderfulneſs of his Self- 
Denial for our ſake, and there- 
fore of his Love and Charity ; as 
admirable as it is however. 
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I farther defire it may be well 
confider'd, that the Union be- 
tween the Divine Nature and 
Him was not ſuch, as either made 
him merely Paſſive as a Man, in 
what he did and ſuffer'd for us; 
nor ſuch neither as made all that 
to be neceſſitated, or void of all 
Freedom ; for theſe both alike de- 
ſtroy our Obligation to him as 
Man. Nordid this Union make 
him the leſs free as Man; which, 
if it did, would ſo much the more 
take off from our Obligation. 
For it 1s moſt evident, that the 
Logos was as diſtinct from His 
Humane Nature, as it is from 
every one of ours, tho' not /epa- 
rable. Nor did it communicate 
any one of its Perfections to his 
Humanity, one Jot more than 
our Souls do any of their Proper- 
ties to our Bodies. For we read, 


that Jeſus encreaſed in Wiſdom and 
Sta- 


[ 61 
Stature (or Age) and in Favour 
with God and Man, Luke 2. 52, 
He did this as the reſt of the 
Children of Men do. 

And it1s very obſervable, that 
what-he had of Wiſdom or Power 
above the Humane Nature, is 
not aſcribed to this Union, but 
to the Holy Spirit : Who firſt 
deſcended on him at his Bap- 
tiſm, and with whoſe Gifts he 
was furniſh'd abundantly beyond 
any that were before him, or fol- 
low'd after him. For, ſaith St. 
John, God giveth not the Spirit by 
Meaſure unto him, Chap. 3. 34. 
He call'd the Phariſees maliciouſly 
imputing the Power by which 
He caſt out Devils, to Belzebub, 
the Prince of the Devils, a Blaſphe- 
my againſt the HolyGhoſt. 

As to Knowledge, his Diſciples 
faid unto him, Now we are ſure 
that thou knoweſt all Things, Jahn 


a- 16. 


) 1 * > 7 p 1 
— r 
— we 


— 
HE 


B 


— — 
= — * 
14 
— —— 


—— 


- — 


— 


— ̃ —-— 


22 


— Be 
NET _— 
_— » 
, 
3 we oof k 
* — 


2 * 2 
As ; 


Cz 1 8 
1 wm — nfs 2 1 -1 X 
n — — — — © 2007 K — x 


£ — 2 — CHE pm mp —— 
* f · 


= 


— a — > 

—— + 
> —< 4 * 
+ 


= - => 


[ 62 ] 
16, 30. But that the Man Feſus did 
not know all Things, we are ſure 
from his own Words, Mark 13. 
32. of that Day and Hour (the 
preciſe Time of the End of the 
World) knoweth no Man; no nit 
the Angels which are in Heaven, 
neither the Son, but the Father. 

St. Irenæus ſomewhere ſpeaks | 
to this Purpoſe, That the Logos | 
was filent in Chriſt; and did not 
exert the natural Effects of his 
Perſonal Union during the Oeco- 
nomy of his Humiliation. And 
I might ſhew, that St. Ferom ex- 
prefleth himſelf to the ſame Ef- 
tect. I do not concern my ſelf 
to look out the Places, nor to 
give theſe Father's Words, as 
well as Senſe, the Caſe being 
too plain to need ſuch Autho- 
rities. For what Need conld 
Feſus have of the Third Perſons 
Communications, if he enjoy d 

al 
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(at leaſt always) the powerful In- 
fluence of his Union with the Se- 
cond fince his Deſcent from Hea- 
ven, and his being under his 
bumbling Oeconomy or Diſpenſa- 
tion? And his being deprived 
thereof during this Time (either 
wholly, or in part) might well 


make another mighty Inſtance of 
Humiliation. 


And the Holy Spirit's now co- 
ming down upon him, to ſupply 
the Withdrawing of that Influ- 
ence, together with his being 
concerved by him in the Womb 
of the Virgin, c. did make Him 
to have his Share, in an eminent 
manner, in the glorious Work 
of our Redemption, with the 
Firſt and Second Perſons. 

But it muſt needs alſo have 
made another Part of our Saviour's 
Humiliation, that he enjoy'd not 
the aſſiſting and comforting Pre- 

lence 
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ſence of the Holy Spirit neither, 
without any Intermiffions. And 
that he did not is apparent; ſince, 
as he wanted 1t upon the Croſs, 
when he cry'd out, O God my God, 
why (or rather how) haſt thou for- 
faken me? So in His Agony in the 
Garden, There appear d an Angel 
to him from Heaven, ſtrengthening 
him. So that an Angel now ſup- 
ply'd the Abſence of the Holy 
Ghoſt. And I need not fay, 
that he was without the Supports 
of both the one and the other, 
in ſome Part of his horrible A- 
gony. 
And this leads me to affirm 
of this Union, that his Senſe of 
Pain was never the leſs quick by 
means thereof ; nor his Nature 
ever the leſs tender or impreſſible; 
nay, it appears to have been more 
ſo than other Mens, 


' ; 


TSR 
I ſhould be afraid of being thus 
poſitive in Points of ſo high a 
Nature, were not all this moſt 
exceeding plain from Divine Re- 
velation. And 1 have gone no 
farther in any Speculation, than 
Holy Scripture leads me. 
And by what hath been ob- 
ſerv'd,; well might our Lord pro- 
poſe himſelf as our imitable and 
encouraging Example: That gi- 
ven by him being an Example as 
of a Man, ſo of a Man like our 
ſelves ; who was in all Points tempt- 
ed like as we are, yet without Sin, 
As the Apoſtle tells us, Hebr. 4. 
15. Nor do the Aſſiſtances we 
have (or may have, if it be not 
long of our ſelves) more fall ſhort 
of thoſe which our Lord had, than 
did His Work in the World, and 


His Trials tranſcend and excel 
GUYS, wu | 
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I have no more to ſay, till ] 
come to a Practical Application 
of what has been diſcourſed) to 
the former Part of theſe Words 
of our Lord, I came forth from 
the Father, &c. But I refer the 
Reader for farther Satisfaction 
(if he can need it) to the $th 
Chapter of the Firſt Book of the 
excellent Dr. Henry More's Expla- 
nation of the great Myſtery of God- 
lineſs : Which I never happend 
to look 1nto, till after I had pen- 
ned what I thought ſufficient up- 
on that Part. 

And I have ſuffer'd my ſelf to 
be very ignorant of what is writ- 
ten upon this Subject, being re- 
ſolv d to deliver my own freeſi 
Thoughts, not in the leaſt byaſsd 
one Way or other, by the Dete- 
rence I have for the Judgment of 
any Mortal; and much leſs in- 


fluenced by the bare ä 
an 
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ind great Names, that any have 


acquir'd in the Learned World. 

But, as Mr. Chillingworth ſaith 
exultingly, The Bible, the Bible, 
is the Religion of Proteſtants, fo ſay 
I, The Bible is the onely Foun- 
dation on which we build our 
perſwaſion of the Truth of this 
Doctrine: And, above all, the 
Declarations of our blefled Savi- 
ow himſelf ; which are too plain, 
expreſs, and emphatical to need 
to be beholden to any Fathers of 
them all, or other Expoſitors, to 
be underſtood. 

And 'tis worthy of our Obſer- 
vation, that there's no one Text 
in the Bible which ſo much as 
ſeems to thwart the plain Senſe 
of thoſe Scriptures that have 
been produced; at leaft not one 
that I know of. And what con- 
troverted Point is there in Reli- 
gion, of which we can ſay the 

F like? 


. — he - * 
*s * = ” "Þ — 
— — — . | = l 
—— — —— - TE IEE EE 2 
I —— — . + — PR _— — — —̃ — 
— . 4 * * - — — 


8 —  on—_ 


„** 


— 


= , — 
— — I 
= 


[ 65 ] 
like? Which may make us juſtly 
wonder, how This ever came to 
be diſputed among any who 
make the Holy Scriptares their 
Rule of Faith. 

And fo from what our Lord 
declareth of His Coming into the 
World, 1 proceed, 

Secondly, T'o what He ſubjoyns | 
concerning His Leaving it. | 
cam? forth from the Father, and an 
come into the World: And again 
E leave the World, and go to the 
Father. 

It follows in the next Verſe, 
His Diſciples ſaid unto Him, Ls, 
now ſpeakeſr' thou plainly, and ſpeak. 
eſt no Proverb, or Parable ; there 

is no Figure, no Obſcurity in 
theſe, with the foregoing, Words 
But this had been no ſuch plain 
-fpeaking, as to the former Part 
of this Declaration, no, flothing 
like it, if thefe Words are not 
5211 | to 
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to be underſtood according tothe 
Obvious, the literal or natural 
Senſe of them; as the Words 
following are. If the ſame Man- 
Teſus who was now going to the 
Father, did not likewiſe come forth 
from Him 
And whereas the Diſciples 
may be ſuppoſed to this time to 
give Credit to their Ancient Fra- 
dition of the Pre-exiſtence of Souls, 
(and eſpecially of the Soul of 
their Meſſius) as it is very pro- 
bable they did not long before, 
from John 9. 2. they then could 
not be under the leaſt Doubt 
concerning their Lord's Mean- 
ing in theſe Words, if it were 
poſſible they could have been 
otherwiſe. But if they were mſ- 
led in this their taking them, in 
their at firſt hearing moſt evident 
and natural Senſe, contrary to His 
Meaning, is it not to be thought 
F. a He 
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He would have ſet them Right, 
and given it in other Words ? 
As He told them, John 6. 63. 
the true Senſe of another of His 
Sayings, diz. My Fleſh is Meat 
in leed, and my Blood is Drink in- 
leed. 

Now as to our bleſſed Lord's 

fulfilling this His Saying, Again I 
leave the World, and 2 to the Fa- 
ther (or I will do this, and that 
in a very ſhort time) would we 
know what Evidence we have of 
this, we ſhall find it as unqueſt- 
onable, as that of His Death, and 
Burial, and Reſurrection; all 
which he foretold as He did His 
Aſcenſion : And never had Mat- 
ters of Fact clearer or fuller E- 
vidence ; nor ſo abundant, as hath 
theſe Two laſt 

To give, as briefly as may 
be, the Ae of the Evidence 
we have for this laſt of all. 

indy Firſt, 
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Fir, We have a very particu- 

lar Hiſtory of our Lord's Aſcenſi- 

on, wherein are theſe Six Cir- 
cumſtances. | 


1. The preciſe Time when He 
aſcended, viz. juſt Forty Days 


after His Reſurrection, As 1. 3. 
And therefore on the Thurſday, 
which our Church obſerves in 
Commemoration thereof, after 


the Example of the Primitive 


Church. 
2. The Eye-Witneſſes of his Aſ- 
cenſion, viz. the Eleven Apoſtles. 
3. His Diſcourſe with them at 
the Time of His Aſcending. We 
may ſee both theſe, As 1. 4, &c. 
But we will firſt read the Three 
foregoing Verſes. The former 
Treatiſe have I made, O Theophi- 
lus, of all that Feſus began both to 
do and teach, until the Day on which 


He was taken up, after that He, 
toro the Holy Ghoſt, had given Com- 
F 3 mand- 
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mandment to the Apoſtles whom He 
had choſen. To whom alſo He ſhew- 
ed Himſelf alive after His Paſ- 
fron, by many infallible Proofs ; be- 
ing ſeen of them Forty Days, and 
ſpeaking of the Things pertaimng to 
the Kingdom of Gol. it follows, 
And being aſſembled together with 
them, He commanded them that they 
ſhould not depart 2 
but wait for the Promiſe of the Fa- 
ther, which, faith He, ye have 


heard of me. For John truly bap- 


tized with Water ; but ye ſhall be 
baptized with the Holy Ghoſt, not 
many Days bence. When they there- 
fore were come together, they ashed 
ef Him, ſaying, Lord wilt Thou at 
this time reſtore again the Kingdom 
to Iſrael? viz. the Kingdom fore- 
told by the Prophet Daniel, Ch. J. 
18, 27. the Fulfilling of which 
was expected from the Mets 
And He ſaid unto them, it is not fot 
you 
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you to know the Times or the Seaſons, 
which the Father hath put in His 
own Power. But ye ſhall receive 
Power after that the Holy Gho$t is 
come upon you : And ye hall be Wit- 
neſſes unto me, both in Jeruſalem, 
and all Judea, and in Samaria, and 
unto the utter mod Part of the Earth. 
And when He had ſpoken theſe 
Things, while they beheld, He was 
taken up, and a Cloud received Him 
out of their Sight. And St. Luke 
tells us in the laſt Chapter of His 
Goſpel, Ver. 51. that while He 
bleſſed them, He was parted from 
them, and carried up into Heaven. 
4. We have an Account of 
Two Angels appearing to them 
preſently after, and declaring 
that He whom they ſaw aſcend- 
ins towards Heaven, was now 
actually in Heaven. Ver. 1p. And 
while they looked tedfaſtly towards 
Heaven, as He went up, Behold Two 
F 4 Men 
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Men ſtood by them in White Appa. 
rel (fo the Angels are deſcribed 
who gave the firſt Notice of His 
Reſurrection) which alſo ſaid, J. 
Men of Galilee, Why ſtand ye ga- 


78 up into Heawen © This fame | 
Jeſus 


which is taken up from you 

into Heaven, ſhall ſo come in like 

manner, as you have ſeen Him gi 
into Heaven. 

5. We are informed of the 

particular Place where our Lord 

aſcended, vz. Bethany, Luke 24. 


50. And He led them out as far 


as to Bethany: And He lift up his 
Eyes and bleſſed them, &c. And 
we are told in what Part of this 
Bethany He did this, viz. the 
Mount of Olives ; the very Place 
in which He ſuffered His woeful 
Agony, Acts 1. 12. And ſo the 


fame Place was a Witneſs to both 


His deepeſt Humiliation, and 
His glorious Exaltation. 
| Laſtly, 


4 

Laſtly, We are given to un- 
derſtand the particular Part of 
Heaven, to which He aſcended ; 
that is the higheſt Part of the 
higheſt Heaven; that in which 
God the Father is moſt gloriouſſy 
preſent, where his Throne is; and 
that our Lord is ſet at his Right- 
band, or the Right Hand of his 
Throne. So then, ſaith St. Mark, 
after the Lord had ſpoken unto them, 
he was received up into Heaven, 
and ſat on the Right-hand of God, 
Ch. 16.19. And the Author to 
the Hebrews faith, He is ſet down 
at the Right-hand of the Throne f 
God, Ch. 12. 2. And Ch. 8. 
That he is ſet on the Richt-band 
of the Throne of the Majeſty i in the 
Heavens. 

And this ſpeaks his being aſ- 
cended to the utmoſt Heigth 
of Happineſs : At thy Rig bt-hand, 
faith the PſalmiS, are Pleafares 
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for evermore : And of Honor and 
Glory, as King Solomon honoured | 
the Queen his Mother, by ſetting 
her an bis Right-hand : And of 
Pawer alſo and Dominzan ; where- 
fore our Lord himſelf called the 
Right-kand of God, he was up- 
on his Advancement to, the Right- 
band of Power, Mark 14. 62. And 
he ſaid to his Apoſtles, that al 
Power. was given unto him in Hea- 
den and on Earth, Mat. 28. 18. 
And with reſpect to thoſe 
Three, the higheſt Pitch of Bleſ- 
ſedneſs, and Glory and Power, 
the Apoſtle ſaith, Hebr. 1. 3, &c. 
That when he had by himſelf pur- 
ged (or made an Atonement for) 
our Sins, he fate down on the Right» 
hand of the Majeſty on high : Be- 
ing made ſo much hetter than the 
Angels, as he hath by Inheritance 
obtained a more excellent Name than 
they, &c. And Ver. 13. But to 


whic 


1 


which of the Angels ſaid he at any 
time, fit on my Right-hand, &c. 
And the Apoſtle explaineth the 
Meaning of God's ſetting Chriſt at 
his own Right-hand in the Heaven- 
ly Places, by his ſetting him far 
above all Principalities and Powers, 
and Might, and Dominion, and 
every Name that is named, not onely 
in this World, but alſo in that which 
is to come. And by God's putting 
all Things under his Feet, and ma- 
king him to be Head over all Things 
to the Church. Or, for the un- 
ſpeaxable Advantage of his 
Church, Eph. 1. 20, &c. 

This is the Hiſtory of our Lord's 
Aſcenſion, with the ſeveral Cir- 
cumſtances thereof. But the Cir- 
cumſtance on which the great 
Weight of Evidence is to be laid 
1s our Second, diz. The Apoſtles 
being Eye-Witneſſes of it. 


They 
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They were not ſo of our Lord's 
ReſurreFion, becauſe there was 
not the leaſt Need of their ſeeing 
him riſe, ſince they all ſaw him 
after he was riſen (even for Forty 
Days together) and felt him, and 
diſcourſed with him, and did eat 
and drink with him. But it was 
neceſſary they ſhould be Eye-Wit- 
neſſes of his Aſcenſron, becauſe 
they were not to ſee him after 
he was aſcended, to ſatisfie the 
World, that they knew him to 
be ſo. 

But our Infidels think this Evi- 
dence not comparable to what it 
would have been, had a conſide- 
rable Number of Chriſt's chiefeſt 
Enemies been alſo Eye- Witneſſes 
of his Aſcenſion, or at leaſt of his 
being riſen. And fince they were 
onely his Friends, who profeſs d to 
be ſo, there was not that Evidence 


to found our Belief upon ( - 
E- 
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Belief of ſuch extraordinary and 
moſt wonderful Events) as we 
might have juſt Reaſon to expect. 

But, as it 1s the Heigth of 
prophane Impudence, to ſay what 
Evidence would beſt have become 
God Almighty to vouchſafe us 
in this Caſe, and to dare thus 
to preſcribe to boundleſs Wil- 
dom and infinite Goodneſs, ſo 
nothing is more apparent than 
that God did moſt juſtly, and 
therefore as wiſely, in not neceſ- 
htating their Belief whether they 
would or no, who would not be 
convinced by all our Lord's Mi- 
racles, joyned with H1s moſt ho- 
ly Life and Doctrine, that He 
was no Impoſtor; but, inſtead of 
being ſo, followed Him with 
the moſt horrible Calumnies, 
and obſtinately ſhut their Eyes 
againſt the cleareſt Light. 


Nay, 


[80 
Nay, it might have been very 
well expected, that ſuch invete- 
rately malicious Wretches, after 


they had put Him to ſo ſhame- 
ful and cruel a Death, would 


not have given Credit to their 


own Eyes, but have ſaid and 
thought that their Sight was im- 
poſed upon, and that it was not 
he bat the Devil in his Likeneſs. 
Might not this have been even 
concluded from thoſe who had, 
when they ſaw that nothing was 
to be objected againſt the Realitz 
of His caſting out unclean Spi- 
rits, imputed it to a Confedera- 
cy with the Prince of them ? 
But 1t will appear, that the 
Teftimony of the Eleven Apo- 
ſtles as Eye-Wrtneſſes, is the moſt 
powerful Evidence imaginable 
of our Lord's Reſurrection and 
Aſcenſion, if we conſider how it 


was inforced. Nay, St. Paul 
ſaith, 


rr * 
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ſaith, 1 Cor. 15. 6, &c. that as he 
was fort feen of Ce phas, then of the 
Twelve (or of that Number who 
a little before was Twelve) ſo, 
after that He was ſeen of above 
Five Hundred Brethren at once (v1z. 
in Galilee, where they were ap- 
pointed to meet him by an Angel, 
Math. 28. 7.9 of whom the greater 
Part remain —_ this preſent, but ſome 
are fallen aſl aj /leep. After that he was 
ſeen of James, then of all the Apoſtles - 
And laſt of all, ſaith he, he was ſeen 
of me alſo, as "of one born out of due 
time. But they were the Apoſrle. 
who, out of this great Number, 
were choſen to be the f pecial Eye- 
Witneſſes ; and, I fay, their Ev1- 
dence was the moſt powerf ul that 
could be given, conſidering how 
it was inforced. Which leads 
me to ſhew, 


Secondly, 
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Secon1ly, That incomparable E- 
vidence was given by our Lord, 
within a few Days after his Af- 
cenſion, of his Apoſtles giving 
an infallible Teſtimony thereun- 
to, by His ſenſing the Holy Ghuſt 
upon them, When he was going 
to aſcend, He ſaid to his Apoftles, 
Luke 24. 49. Bebold, I ſend the | 
Promiſe of my Father upon you (the 
Promiſe he had made by Feel, 
and ſeveral other of the Pro- 
phets) but tarry ye in the City of 
Jeruſalem, until ye be indued with 
Power from on H. 2h. And him- 
felf made them the ſame Pro- 
miſe before his Death: Eſpecial- 
ly in Fobn 16. 7, &c. And, ac- 
cording to TY Command, they 
did immediately after he had 
left them, return to Feruſalem, 
as we have ſeen, and there they 
waited in Expe&ation of the 


Fulfilling of this Promiſe. And 
their 


6 
83 

their Patience was exerciſed but 
juſt Ten Days. For on the Lord's 
Day Sen-night after, viz. Wht- 
Sunday, they had the full Per- 
formance. This we find, Ads 2. 
beg. And when the Day of Pentecoſt 
was fully come (or the Fiftieth from 
the Paſlover, and our Lord's Re- 
ſurrection) they were all, with one 
accord in one Place; and ſuddainly 
there came a Sound from Heaven as 
of a ruſhing mighty Wind, and it 
filled all the Houſe where they were 
ſitting : And there appeared unto 
them cloven Tongues like as of Fire, 
and it ſate upon each of them; And 
they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghoſt, and began to ſpeak, with 
other Tongues, as the Spirit gave 
them Utterance, &c. 
And when the vaſt Multitude 

of Jews and Proſelytes, who were 
aſſembled at Jeruſalem from ma- 
ny Countries by Means of 55 


2 ſe⸗ 
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folemn Feaſt, were confounded at 
hearing theſe unlearned Men 
{peaking their own Languages; 
and declaring in them the wonder- 
ful Works of Gol (viz. chiefly His 
raiſing up his Son Feſus, and re- 
ceiving Him up into Heaven) 
and had heard St. Peter's moſt 
powerful Sermon hereupon , 
there were about Three Thouſand 
of them, who gladly received his 
Word, and were baptized, V. 41. 
And, as ſpeaking all ſorts of 


Languages, for the Preaching of | 


the Goſpel in all Nations, fo 
working the moſt wonderful Mi- 
racles, was now a Gift of the 
Holy Ghoſt. And they alſo pre- 
ſently fell to the Exerciſe of this 
Gift in the Name of Feſ#s. 
Their Firs+ Miracle was the 
Cure of a Cripple of Forty Years 
old, who was known to be ſo 


from his Mother's Womb. This 
Was 


[ 8 }] 


was done at the Gate of the 


Temple, before a great Con- 


courſe of People: The Succeſs 
of which was more admirable, 
than was that of ſpeaking all Lan- 
guages; for there were convert- 
ed upon it, with St. Peter's Se- 
cond Sermon following, and ap- 
plying it to the Reſurrection and 
Aſcenſion of Feſtus, no fewer than 
about Five Thouſand Souls, Chap. 
4. 4. 

Such ſober and vertuous Men 
as the Apoſtles, had deſerved to 
have great Credit given them, 
upon their bare ſolemn declaring, 
what they had beheld with their 
own Eyes; but it being of infi— 
nite Importance to the World, 
that this their Teſtimony ſhould 
have the higheſt Degree of Cer- 
tainty, God's own Hand feal- 
ed it in this wonderful Man- 
ner, 
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And there were many other | 
ſupernatural Gifts of the Holy | 
Ghoſt, which not only the Apo- 
ſtles, but Believers in common were Þ 
indued with, more or leſs, upon 
the ſame Deſign ; and which did | 
not quite ceaſe till Chriſtianity | 
became the Religion of the whole | 
Roman Empire, viz. for about 
Three Hundred Years. But the 


Speaking of all Languages, and 


working the mightieſt Miracles, were 


Gifts which the Apoſtles had moſt 
peculiarly conferr'd upon them. 
We have ſeen that their Lord 
told them at parting, That the) 
[hould be Witneſſes to Him to the de- 
ry utter moſt Parts of the Earth; 
Witneſſes to His RefurreRion 
and Aſcenſion, and therefore to 
the Truth of His whole Goſpel 
And fo they were by means of 
their miraculous Gifts, backing 
their Miniſtry, by themſelves and 

| thei! 
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their Succeſſors, with moſt aſto- 
niſhing Succeſs, 
| Thirdly, We may add hereun- 
to, The ct Reſolution and 
Courage, wherewith the Apoſtles 
witnefled their Lord's Reſur- 
retion and Aſcenſion (as great 
Cowards as they had been before, 
and eſpecially St. Peter) to the 
Faces of his Crucihers and molt 
deadly Enemies, and of the Ru- 
lers themſelves : "Together with 
their enduring, with no leſsſoyful- 
neſs than Patience, the moſt cruel 
Uſage for their adhering to their 
er ; and at laſt their Seal- 
ing it with their Blood: And it 
would take up a long time toſhew 
what indefatigable Labours, and 
what Calamities and unexprel- 
ſible Trials St. Paul particularly 


underwent before his Marty t- 
dom, 


(3.1 Fourthiy, 
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Fourthly, J might inſtance in 
Three moſt wonderful Appearances 
of our Lord after His Aſcen- 
ſion. 

The Firſt to St. Stephen, while 
they were ſtoning him. 

The Second to Saul in a Light 
from Heaven, which he ſaid was 
above the Brightneſs of the Sun, 
when he was in his full Carreer of 
perſecuting the poor Chriſtians; 
a Voice ſay ing to him, Saul, Saul, 
why perſecuteſt thou me? And, Ian 
Feſus whom thou perſecuteſt, &c. 
Which Light ftruck him to the 
Ground, and bereft him of his 
Sight; which was again miracu- 
louſly reſtored by our Lord, and 
he upon the whole made of a fierce 
Perſecutor, even the moſt zealous 


Preacher of his Goſpel of all the 
| Apoſtles, 


The 
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The Third Appearance was to 
St. John, in his Baniſhment in 
the Iſle of Patmos, in a very glo- 
rious Form. Upon which be fell 
at his Feet as dead; and upon his 
Reviving, had theſe Words ſaid 
unto him, Fear not, I am the Firſt 
and the Laſt. I am he that liveth 
and was dead; and behold I am a- 
live for evermore. Amen. And have 
the Keys of Hell and of Death. 
Fifthh, I might alſo inſtance in 
the not to be parallell'd Venge- 
ance He took of the moſt obdu- 
rate Fews, about Thirty Seven 
Years after His Aſcenſion ; when 
He brought their own horrible 
Imprecation upon their Heads, 
viz. His Blood be upon us, and up- 
on our Children! And this, after 
He had again and again fore- 
warn'd them of it, and once with 
Tears. And *tis ſurprizing to ob- 
lerve, what an Agreement there 
G 4 is 
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is between Joſephus, the Jew, his 
Hiſtory of the Deſtruction of Je- 
ruſalem, and the Calamities that 
then befel that People, with ſe- 
veral of the Circumſtances ; and 
our Lord's Prediction of them in 
the 24th Chap. of St. Matthew's 
Goſpel. Then did He give thoſe 
his incurable Enemies, who would 
not ceaſe from Rejecting the Coun- 
ſel of God againſt themſelve s, nor 
a Whit abate of their Diabolical 
Enmity to His blefled Son, a wo- 
ful Specimen of his now having 
all Power in Heaven and on Earth 
committed to Him. 

Theſe farther Evidences, I ſay, 
i might lay before you; but, as 
very ſtrong as they are, (eſpecial- 
ly what relates to St. Paul's Con- 
verſion) yet being much inferior 
to our Second, I will enlarge no 
farther on this great Argument, 


but proceed to 
The 


E 


The APPLICATION of this 


Diſcourſe. 


_ Fiſt, D the Man Chriſt je- 

ſus, who when He left 
the World did go to the Father, come 
forth from the Father, when He came 
down into the World ? Did He 
come down from Heavenly Bliſs 
and Glory into this low, dunge- 
only Part of the Univerſe, com- 
par d with the Celeſtial Man- 
fions, and that moſt willingly and 
gladly, as we have ſeen, for the 
Recovery of lapſed Mankind ? 
Then let our Thoughts dwell 
much upon 1t to the Winding 
of them up to the higheſt Admi- 
ration, and to the Affecting of 
our Souls with moſt paſſionate 


Thankfulneſs and Love to Him. 


We 
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We having received this Do- 
ctrine from our Lord's omn Mouth 
in the moſt expreſs Words, how 
great a Regard is to be had unto 
it! How affecting a Senſe ought _ 
we to have of it! How maryel- 
lous ſhould it be in all our Eyes! 
That His bleſſed Soul ſhould, for 
our Sake, deſcend from Heaven ; 
take a Body of Fleſh in the ordi- 
nary Way; take it from a o- 
man, tho not impregnated by a 
Man; and afterward paſs thro' 
the State of Infancy, Childhood 
and Youth, to compleat Man- 
hood; ſhould live till nom in Sub- 
jection to his Mother and the 
poor Carpenter her Husband; and 
falls le. work at his Trade too, 
r. as the Tradition is, eſpe- 
cially in making Ploughs 
and oaks : And ſhould to the 
End of his Days here (which a- 


mounted to Thirty and odd 1 
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be converſant with Sinners, and 
mo$t intimately aſſociate himſelf 
with People of very mean Qua- 
lity ; and perform once the mean- 
eſt of Offices to them, the Wahh- 
ng of their Feet, to give them 
an Example of profound Humili- 
ty; and ſhould be all along in 
wretched outward Circumſtances; 
ſhould endure the Contradiction of 
Sinners againſt himſelf, meeting 
continually with the baſeſt Re- 
turns for innumerable great Be- 
nefits; as miraculouſly healing 
their Sick, giving Sight to their 
Blind, and Limbs to their Lame, 
diſpoſſeſſing others of Devils, and 
even raiſing ſome of their Dead, 
and ſtill going about doing Good, 
both to Mens Souls and Bodies. 
And ſhould be ſo given up to the 
Power of the Devil, that he 
hoiſed him up upon a Pinacle (or 
Battlement) of the Temple; and 

again 
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again unon an exceeding high 
Mountain, to diſquiet his Mind, 
and ruffle his Spirits (and when 
he might conclude his Body to 
have been exceeding weak with 
a miraculous Faſting) with vio- 
lent Temptations ; and on the 
Mountain with fo horrid a one, 
as to give to himſelf Divine Wor- 
ſhip. To which he could ſure- 
ly be onely excited by his deſpe- 
rate Malice, not by the leaſt Hope 
of prevailing upon Him. Which 
| think more probable than the 
Opinion of divers of the Anci- 
ents, That the Devils were to 
this Time ignorant, that our Sa- 
viour was any thing more than a 

F 
And that at laſt He ſhould be 
worried by the Powers of Dark- 
neſs into an unſpeakably torment- 
ing Agony ; ſuch an Agony as 
forced Blood thro' the — 
| 1s 
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His Body. Oh, what Matter do 
theſe Things afford. for amazing 
Contemplation! 

But we have not yet done. 
Add we to all that has been ſaid 
of our Lord's Humiliations (o- 
mitting too many other Parti- 
culars tobe reckon'd up) thathe 
ſuffer d the blackeſt of Reproaches; 
was calumniated as a Traitor, 
as the vileſt of Cheats, as one 
that was Himſelf poſſeſs'd with a 
Devil, while He diſpoſſeſs'd o- 
thers, and that as a Wizard per- 
form'd his mighty Works, al- 
though they were Acts of Divine 
Beneficence ; and as the moſt im- 
pudently impious of all Blaſphe- 
mers; that nothing might be 
wanting to make him the uglieſt 
Monſter of a Man that ever faw 
the Sun. And, in Conclufion, 
That he was apprehended with 
Clubs and Staves, being betrayed by 


Even 
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even one of his moſt highly o- 
bliged Companions, then mock'd 
with a Purple Robe, a Reed-Scep- 
ter, and a Crown of Thorns, buf- 
feted, and molt inſolently inſult- 
ed ; and, after all, nail'd alive 
toa Croſs between T wo Thieves, 
on which He was ſtill ſcoffed at 
by the Spectators generally, in- 
ſtead of being pitied ; and ſo ſuf- 
fered a moſt ignominious and 
cruel, and curſed Death. And, 
Laſtly, That he was made our 
Expiatory Sacrifice in his Death, 
and ſo ſubſtituted in the Place of 
wretched Sinners; which was, 
as we have ſaid, the greateſt Hu- 
miliation of all, to this ſpotleſs 
and more than Angelically per- 
fect Lamb of God. 

Now certainly, I need not ob- 
{erve again, that his Perſonal Co- 
ming down from Heaven, and, 


in the moſt proper and natural 
Senle, 
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Senſe, into all thefe moſt deba- TI 
ſing and ſorrowful Circumſtances 1 
upon Earth, doth exceedingly 4 
magnifie his Humility and Self- 4} 
Denial, and much enhanceth the 1 
Merit of his Obedience to his Hea- at 
venly Father, which He was ſo nl 
infinitely pleaſed with, as to re- AP 
ward it as gloriouſly as Divine aol 
Power and Goodneſs could re- 1 
ward it. 

And as to his Love and Compaſ- 
fon to miſerable Mortals, let us 
ſee what Uſe St. Paul makes of 
this our Doctrine to the Height- 
ening thereof, 2 Cor. 8. 9. You 
know the Grace of our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, that though He was rich, yet 
for your Sakes He became poor, that 
Ju through His Poverty might be 
ricn. 

Nothing ſeems moreunqueſtio- 
nable, than that the Apoſtle here 
{peaks of the Man Chriſt Feſus, 


OT 
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or of Chriſt, as Man. For with 
what Propriety of Speech, or a- 
ny thing liłe it, can it be ſaid of 
God, that He was rich, as if He 
could ever have been otherwiſe? 
Or, that He became poor, who 
1s infinitely Self-ſufficient, and 
neceſſarily ſo ; whoſe Effence is ab- 
ſolute boundleſs Perfection? And 
in what Senſe can it be ſaid of 
Chrilt, as Man, that He was rich, 
if He were never in a richer 
State, than he was in while on 
Earth; which was always ex- 
treamly poor? And I will not 
ſay, He could not be in a richer 
State while he had n9 Being. 
And can that be ſaid of both the 
Natures by the Communication of 
Idioms, which belongs to neither? 
To apply therefore this Communt- 
cation of Idioms to this and fuch 
like Texts, (as particularly to 


John 17. 5. ) looks like doing any 
thing 


"+ LM 1 
thing to help at a Dead-Lift : 


Since, as we have ſeen, theſe 
Words, He was rich, cannot be 
meant of Chriſt as God, þo nei- 
ther can they be ſaid of Him as 
he is Man, if he never was be- 
fore he came into this poor State; 
And if it may be ſaid, He was rich 
as united to the Divinity many 
Ages before he was united, it will 
be as warrantable to ſay alſo, 
That God was poor from all Eter- 
nity, as a Man came in time to 
be united to him. But who 
dares adventure to talk thus ? 
So that we have in thoſe 
Words our Lord's priſtine anci- 
ent State, He was rich, or molt 
Blefled and Glorious. Yet fer 
your Sakes He became poor; He ex- 
changed that State for the other 
Extream, That you through His Po- 
verty might be made rich ; that you 
by means thereof may obtain 
H ever- 
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everlaſting Happineſs. Here is the 
Figure Meioſis Thrice, which ex- 
prefleth a Thing abundantly ſhort 
of what it is. 

Now the Apoſtle faith, Jou 
know the Grace of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; and we do know it in- 
deed ; but he tells us, Eph. 3. 19. 
That 1t paſſeth Knowledge, We 
will take in the foregoing admi- 
rable Words from Ver. 14. I bome 
my Knees unto the Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; of whom the 
whole Family in Heaven and Earth 
is named; That He would grant you 
according to the Riches of His Glory, 
to be ſirengthened with Might by 
His Spirit in the inward Man; 
T hat Chriſt may dwell in your Hearts 
by Faith ; that ye being rooted and 
grounded in Love, may be able to | 
comprenend with all Saints, what 
is the Breadth, and Length, and 
Depth, and Height. On which 

Words 
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Words Dr. Hammond does thus 
paraphraſe, That ye may under- 
ſtand 'and ſearch into the Immen fity 
of Chriſt's Lowe to us, beſt expreſſed 
by the ſeveral Dimenſions of the 
Croſs ( as the Ancients are willing to 
underſtand them) being extended up- 
ward and domnward, and on both 
Sides. It follows, Aid to know the 
Love of Chriſt, which paſſeth Know- 
ledge ; which 1s never to be fa- 
thomed, T hat ye might be filled with 
all the Fulneſs 0 of Go, &c. with all 
Divine Graces and Ver tunes. And 
[ cannot forbear once more to re- 
peat it, That this our Doctrine 
adds auch to the Unfathomable- 
nels, to the Incomprehenſibility, 
of our Bleſſed Saviour's Love 
and ſo makes it fo much the 
more ſtrong and vigorous a Mo- 
tive, more and more to abound 
in our Love to Him, and there- 
fore likewiſe in our Obedience. - 
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Secondly, Have we ſuch migh- 
ty Aſſurance of our Lord's ha- 
ving again aſcended up where He 
Was before 10 repeat his own 
Words, then, 

1. Here is Matter of great 
Joy to all the obedient Diſciples 
of our Lord: For His Aſcenſion 
did not onely concern Himſelt, 
but it was defign'd alſo for their 
unſpeakable Advantage. 

Thoſe Words he ſpake to Ma- 
ry Magdalen upon his Appearing 
to her prelently after his Reſur- 
rection, do plainly ſpeak thi. 
E hey are theſe, Touch me not, for 
I am not yet aſcended to my Father ; 
byt go to my Brethren, and ſay unto 
them, I aſcend to my Father and 
your Father, and to my God and 
your God, John 20. 17. 

By the Way, I cannot think, 
that thoſe very naughty Men 
mould overlook the former 1 
| 8800 


ADS. 
of this Verſe, who read Scrip- 
ture for no better Purpoſe, than 
to find Matter for Cavil. And 
I muſt grant, that th T ranflati- 
on too much expoſeth thoſe 
Words to the Scoffs of Infidels. 
For, as they may give Occaſion 
to a Reflection upon our Saviour, 
for forbidding that moſt affectio- 
nate Diſciple ſo much as to give 
Him a Touch, to oblige her with 
the more perfect Aſſurance that 
it was Himſelf that now ap- 
pear'd to her, and no Spectre; 
when he quickly after offer'd 
himſelf to be handled by every 
one of the Eleven, and com- 
manded Thomas to do it; fo it 
looks much more oddly, that 
ſuch a Reaſon as this ſhould be gi- 
ven for that Prohibition, viz. For 
am not yet aſcended to my Father; 
when ſhe muſt have touched him 
before his Aſcenſion, or not at a!!. 

H 3 And 
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And were thoſe Words well ren- 
der'd from the Greek, what Re- 
ply can be made? But the Senſe 
of them may be truly expreſſed 
thus, Do not take ſuch faſt Hold of 
me, as if thou wert afraid I would 
not afford thee another Sight of me, 
for 1 Hhall not yet aſcend ts my Father. 
For ac which ſignifies to touch, 
ſignifies alſo Apprehendere, and 
Annecti, to lay hold ef, and to be 
faſt ned to a Thing. And that ſ⸗ 
it is to be underſtood here, is evi- 
dent from the ſame Paſſage as re- 
corded by St. Matthew, Chap. 28. 
9. where 'tis ſaid, That this, 
with the other Mary, held Him 
by the Feet, and worſhipped him. 
And again, here is the Hebraiſm, 
which puts one Tenſe for anothe! 
(which we ſaid the Scriptures 
both of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment do abound with) viz. the 
P reterper fect for the Future, I 7 
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(Thave) not yet aſcended, «r4cc4, for 
I /hall not yet aſcend. As we 
haye in the next Words the Pre- 
ſent Tenſe for the Future, I aſcend 
for I will aſcend to my Father, c. 
but not immediately, as the Verſe 
following that we cited in St. 
Matthew tells us, viz. Go tell my 
Brethren, that they go into Galilee, 
and there ſhall they ſee me. After 
they were told what St. John 
faith was Mary's Meſſage, this 
was to be told them too. 

It cannot well be thought, that 
Mary, 1n a Tranſport of Joy, 
could be content onely to offer 
to give her Lord a Touch ; no, 
ſhe fell down on the Ground and 
worſhipped him, laying hold of, 
or claſping about, his Feet: And 
therefore his Words amounted to 
fuch as theſe, Do not make this 
Ado, and ſpend Time unprofita- 
bly ; but go thy ways preſently 

14 with 
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with a joyful Errand from me to 
my Brethren, who are now in 
great Perplexity about me. 
And now, as to the Meſſage, 
ſince our Lord thought it not e- 
nougz to ſend his Diſciples word 
that he would aſcend to His Fa- 
ther and His God, but he muſt 
alſo: add, your Father, and your 
God, it plainly ſpake their Glo- 
rification to be likewiſe in his 
Eye; and that he would be ſure 
to take Care of it, And I need 
not ſtand toſhew what Aſſurance 
he has given, that he is no leſs 
concern d for all his obedient 
Diſciples to the End of the 
World, than he was for theſe. 
And it ought to be well obſerv'd 
too, that he vouchſafed to call 
them Brethren, now his State of | 
Humiliation was perfectly over, and 
he was entring into his Glory. This 
is a Condeſcenſion, I confeſs, we 
cant 
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can't much wonder at, while we 
reflect upon the many other we 
have confider'd, that are aſto- 
niſhing; but as this moſt affectio- 
nate Compellation, was a De- 
monſtration of the Continuance 
of his Love in its Height, even 
in this wonderful Change of his 
Condition, what an endearing, 
and how comfortable a Conſide- 
ration is this! 

But we ſtand in no Need of 
Inferences, tho' never ſo plain, to 
aſſure us, that our Lord's Aſcen- 
ſion is Matter of great Joy to us; 
of great Joy upon our own, as well 
as upon His Account; for our 
Lord told his Diſciples in expreſs 
Words, That he would aſcend 
for their infinite Benefit and Ad- 
vantage. This he doth John 14. 
2, 3. In my Father's Houſe are ma- 
ny Man ſions (abundance of high- 
er and lower Stories) if it were 

Not 
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not fo, I would bave told you (I love 
you too well to let you flatter 
your ſelves with vain Hopes) Igo 
to prepare a Place for you. And if I 
go and prepare a Place for you, I will 
come again and receive you to my ſelf, 
that where I am (or ſhall be, the 
Preſent for the Future) you may be 
alſo. 

2 therefore the Apoſtle calls 
Jeſus the Forerunner, or Harbin- 
ger; and faith, That he is en- 
tred into Heaven for us. Hebr. 6, 
20. He faith, Ver. 19. Which 
Hope (the Hope ſet before us in the 
18th) we have as an Anchor of the 
Soul, both ſure and ſtedfaſt; and 
which entreth into that within the 
Vail (the Holy of Holies) whither 
the Forerunner, as it follows, is for 
us entred, even Jeſus, made an High 
Prieſt for ever, after the Order of 
Melchiſedec. 


As 
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As Foſeph was, by the moſtex- 
traordinary Providence of God, 
ſent before to Eg ypt, to make Pre- 
3 for the Coming of his 

ather and Brethren, ſo Chriſt is 
gone before to Heaven, as to be 
crowned with Honour and Glory, for 
bis taſting Death for every Man (as 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks) ſo, to make 
way for thoſe whom he is not a- 
ſhamed to call his Brethren, Hebr. 
2. 9, 1. And who theſe his 
Brethren are Himſelf tells us, 
Matth. 12. 50. upon his being 
told, That his Mother and Bre- 
thren deſired to ſpeak with him, 
He faith, Whoſewuer ſhall do the 
Will of my Father which is in Hea- 
ven, the ſame is my Brother, and Si- 
ſter, and Mother. Or, he or ſhe is 


as dear to me as either of theſe 
Relations. 
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2. I infer from the Man Feſus 
his. being advanced to ſuch Glory 
in Heaven, what inexpreſſible 
Honour is done in his Perſon 
to our Nature. It is in this Re- 
ſpect far above the Nature of 
the Angels; as it was alſo before 
by means of the Union betwixt 
the I'wo Natures. And there- 
fore how intolerable is it to vi- 
lifie it in our ſelves, by gratifying 
the Luſts of the Fleſh, and 1nor- 
dinate ſinful Appetites ; and /o 
to fink it down into the Brutiſh, 
nay, into the Devilliſn Nature! 
3. I infer from our Lord's be- 
ing exalted to the Right Hand of 
God, and therefore to the high- 
eſt Pitch of Power and Authori- 
ty, as well as Bliſs and Glory, 
that it is the moſt deſperate Thing 
to refuſe Subjection and Obedi- 
ence to Him. Either not to ac- 


knowledge Him for our Lord 
and 


E 
and Saviour, or, while we call 
Him both, willingly to diſobey 
Him; as he expoſtulated with 
ſuch as did ſo, in theſe Words, 
Why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do 
not the Things which I ſay * Luke 
6. 46. 

Be we aſſured of it, That as 
God the Father, who hath ſo 
highly advanced His beloved 
Son, will not endure his being ſo 
affronted, nor Himſelf to be ſo 
neither: Such as deſpiſe Him (as 
our Lord hath told us) deſpiſing 
Him that ſent Him; ſo He having 
all Power both in Heaven, and on 
Earth committed to Him, needeth 
not to complain of his diſobedi- 
ent Subjects to his Father; but 
he can himſelf make thoſe who 
will not be wrought upon, by 

his moſt wonderful Methods of 
Grace towards them, dearly to 
repent it. And moſt dreadful are 


the 
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the Threatnings He has pronoun- 
ced againſt ſich; and that with 
the moft gracious Deſign, that 
thoſe who are of ſo diſingenuous 
Natures, as not to be overcome 
by the moſt exceeding great and pre- 
cious Promiſes, and the moft en- 
dearing Expreſſions of Love ima- 
| nm, may be over-powerd by 
ear to the Forſaking of their 
Sins, and becoming intirely obe- 
dient to his Laws. So that he 
will juſtifie himſelf abundantly 
to all the World, in the Execu- 
tion of His Threatnings on all 
thoſe, whoſe obſtinate Impeni- 
tence ſhall compel him to it. 

4. Is the Man Chriſt Jeſus ſo 
exalted, às, among all other Pow- 
ers, to have that of being the 
Judge of Quick and Dead com- 
mitted to him ; Or, in the A- 
poſtle's Words, AFﬀs 17. 31. Hath 
God appointed a Day, on which He 


wil 
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will judge the World in Righteouſ- 
neſs, by the Man whom He hath or- 
dained, &c. 

Thence is to be inferr'd, That 
here 1s exceeding great Encou- 
ragement for all incere Souls, 
who labour under their Infirmi- 
ties as an heavy Burden, and diſ- 
quiet themſelves with melancho- 
ly Apprehenſions upon the Ac- 
count of them; tho' they dare 
not wilfully to tranſgreſs any 
Law of God : For we have fo 
large an Account in all the Goſ- 
pels of the tender and compatſho- 
nate Nature of this Jeſus, that 
all ſuch may be moſt certain of 
finding him a very compaſſionate 
Judge, in all Caſes that are com- 
paſſionable. That He will be 
uch a Judge as the Apoſtle faith 

he is an High-Prieſt (as hath been 
already obſerv'd) who knoweth how 
to be touched with the Feeling of our 

In- 
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Infirmities; having been in all Points 
tempted like unto us, yet without 
Sin. 

And conſequently, all our Cir- 
cumſtances ſhall be duly weigh'd 
by him, and Abatements ſhall be 
made for them. Nor ſhall any 
paſt wilful Sins riſe up in Judg- 
ment againſt ſuch, as have truly 
repented of them, and forſaken 
them. And none ſhall be ſhut 
out from Mercy, who obſtinate- 
ly perſiſt not in their Impeni- 
tence, but timely return to their 
Father's Houſe, and bring forth 
Fruits meet for Repentance. We 
may depend upon this, not onely 
from the Mercifulneſs of our 
Judge's Nature, but alſo from 
his ſolemn Declarations ; part!- 
cularly from that in John 6. 37. 
Him that cometh unto me, I will in 
no wiſe caſt out. And what great- 


er Aſſurance could he give hereof, 
than 
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than He doth in His moſt affect- 
ing Parable of the Prodigal Son; 
wherein the Compaſhon of His 
Heavenly Father to even the great- 
eft of repenting Sinners, 1s ſet 
forth to us in an aſtoniſhing Man- 
ner? And, to conclude this Diſ- 
courſe, 

Laſily, Is our Blefled Savi- 
our aſcended into Heaven, from 
whence he came, what a Motive 
is this to ſet our Aſfections on Things 
above! If ye be riſen with Chriſt, 
ſaith St. Paul, ſeek thoſe Things 
which are above, where Chriſt ſitteth 
on the Right Hand of God. Set your 
Aſections on Things above, not on 
Things on the Earth. For you are 
dead (you profels, by your being 
baptized into Chrift, to be dead 
with Him to Sin and to the 
World) and your Life is hid with 
Chriſt in God. When Chriſt which 
is our Life ſhall appear, then ſhall ye 

J 
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_ alſo appear with him in Glory, Col. 
3. 1, 2 3) 4. It follows, Mortife 
therefore jour Members which are 
upon the Earth, &c. Your Earthly 
Members, your Carnal Worldly 
Affections; the Gratifying of them 
being infinitely unworthy of thoſe 
who hope to be with Chriſt, and 
to bebold the Glory which his Father 
hath given him; as he prayed that 
his faithful Servants may do, 
John 17. 24. 

While we are at Home in the Bo- 
dy, faith the Apoſtle, we are ab- 
ſent from the Lord, how then can 
we love him, who is ſo amiable 
in himſelf, and hath ſo merited 
our moſt paſſionate Love, if we 
defire not, above all Things, to be 
preſent with the Loyd ? If we account 
not all Things but Loſs, for the Ex- 
cellency of the Knowledge of Christ 
F2ſus our Lord here; and in Com- 
pariſon of the Excellency, - 
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moſt tranſcendent Excellenc y, of 


the full Enjoyment of him for e- 
ver hereafter ? 


The APPENDIX. 
Aving referr'd the Reader 
to the Firſt Book of Dr. 
More s Explanation of the Grand 
Myſtery of Godlineſs, Chap. 8. For 
his farther Satisfaction concern- 
ing the Soul of the Meſfah's 
Pre-exiſtence ; becauſe the Eng- 
liſb Edition is ſcarcely to be light 
upon, I now tranſcribe the Main 
of what 1s there ſaid. 
He firſt ſheweth © what Sente 
* the ancient Fathers had of that 
Notion, from their Inclination 
* to believe, that in ſundry of 
| thoſe Apparitions of Angels to 
* the ancient Patriarchs, it was 
| Chriſt himſelf that appear'd. To 
* which he adds the Opinion of 


12 * ſome. 
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ſome, That Melchiſedec, who 
* bleſſed Abraham, was Chriſt. 

He then cites Calvin in his 
Readings upon Daniel, who ſaith, 
* In eo nihil eſt abſardi, quod Chriftus 
* aliquam Speciem Humane Natur 
* exhiberet, antequam manifeſtatus 
* eft in Carne. There is no Abſur- 
* dity in thinking, that Chriſt did 
* exhibit ſome Appearance of his 
* Humane Nature, before he was 
* manifeſted in the Fleſh. 

He faith, The Angel that led 
* the Iſraelites into the Land of 
* Canaan was Chriſt, ſeems plain- 
h ly aſſerted, I Cor. 10.9. Neither 
* let us tempt Chrisf, as ſome of 
* them tempted him, and were de- 
* ſtroyed of Serpents : But Christ is 
* a Complexion of the Humane 
* Nature with the Divine. Con- 
* {ider alſo Hebr. 11. 26. which 
© ſeems to imply, That the Soul 
* of the Meſſiah was a r_ 
an 


1 


* and Protector of the Holy Seed 
* betimes ; and had a peculiar 
Relation to the Jews above any 
other Nation. And therefore 
* when he came into the World, 
He might the more properly be 
* faid to come unto his own, tho his 
* own knew him not, John. I. II. 
He ſaith farther, That the 
Soul of the Meſſiah was in Be- 
ing before He took upon him 
our Fleſh, the moſt eafie and 
"natural Meaning of 1 Jobn 4. 
2. ſeems alſo to import. Here 
St. John ſeems to cabbalize, as 
in ſeveral Places of the Apoca- 
; lipſe, that is, to ſpeak in the Lan- 
guage of the Learned of the 
Jews: For the genuine Senſe 
is, Every Spirit that confeſſes, that 
Jeet is the Meſſiah come into the 
Fleſh, or into a Terreſtrial Body, 
ef Cod; which implies, that 
he was before he came into it. 
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; Which is the Doctrine of the 
c Fews, and expreſſed ſo exactly 
according to their Senſe, that 


themſelves could not have ut- 
* ter'd it more naturally and ſig- 
* nificantly. 
* \g21n, He being happily (be- 
* fore the Generation of Men and 
the Peopling of the Earth) the 
Meſſiah Elect (as I may fo ſpeak) 
* united alſo with the Logos, and 
reſplendent with Celeſtial Glo- 
ry and Beauty among the An- 
gels in Heaven; this Hypotheſis 
will give a very eaſie and natu- 
ral Senſe to ſundry Places of 
* the New Teftament, that other- 
* wiſe ſeem very obſcure, as that 
of Philipp. 2. 6, 7, 8. For it hath 
* rack'd many Mens Minds to 
* conceive, how an Exinanition 
or Emptying| of himſelf, can 
belong to the Eternal and Im- 
mutable God, by becoming Man, 
which 
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which the Text ſeems to point 
lat. But it may very properly 
belong to the Soul of the Me / 
Hab, who was yet truly God 
by a Phyfical Union with the 
' Godhead. So likewiſe, John 17. 
' 45 5. I have glorified Thee upon 
Earth, for which Purpoſe I was 
' ſent down hither. And now, Fa- 
ther, bring me back again to thy 


* Self, that I may again enjoy that 
* Glory which I had with Thee in the 


* Heavens before the World and Ge- 
' Nerations of Men were. This is 
* the eaſie Meaning of thoſe 
Two Verſes. 

Again, John 6. 38. and Chap. 
3.31. And yet b wes; Chap. 
16. 28. But cleareſt of all, Chap. 
3. 13. Where, ſpeaking of His 
* Aſcenſior 10n (and that was Local) 
He mentions alſo His Deſcen/zon, 
* which it is moſt natural to un- 
* derſtand in the ſame Senſe. To 
1 4 © all 
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all which we may add John 
* 6. 26. | 

I give not the Words, becauſe 
all theſe Texts, with more, are 
made uſe of in the Diſcourſe. 

And thus much of what this 
eminent Author faith upon this Ar- 
gument in the foreſaid Chapter. 


T ſhall make an End when I 
have beftow'd a few Lines (which 
ſome Parts of the Diſcourſe mind 
me to do) upon a Crew among us, 
whoſe due Epithet I will not give 
them, that mainly pride them- 
ſelves in Two Words, Myſteryand 
Prieſt-Craft, Whatſoever in Re- 
ligion they would ſhew their 
Contempt of, muſt preſently be 
one, or bath, of theſe. | 

Now, what of Prieſt-Craft they 
can 15 in any genuine Doctrine of 
the Goſpel, and as it is taught 
by our Church, we defie them to 

| Vr ſhew : 
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ſhew : Tho' every Body may be- 
hold abundance of it in the Ro- 
miſh Mixtures. But the Religion 
of our Bleſſed Saviour is perfect- 
ly deſtructive of all Craft: Its 
Buſineſs being to make us Iſraelites 
indeed, in whom there is no Guile ; 
and to have our Converſation in the 
World, in Simplicity and Godly Sin- 
cerity. Nothing is more evident 
than this, to ſuch as ſeriouſly con- 
fider it. And whoſoever under- 
ſtands, what mu$} be the Deſign 
of what is called Religion, to make 
it ſignifie any Good to the World, 
will readily grant, that whatſo- 
ever Doctrines are ſo contriv d 
as to gratifie any Wordly Carnal 
Appetites, and to make Men 
Self- Seebers in the common Senſe 
of the Word, muſt neceſſarily be 
Cheats and Impoſtures, and Points 
of downright Irreligion. 


But 
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But as to the other of their May- 
Games, Myſtery, we moſt freely 
own, that there are Myſteries in 
our Religion. The Word My- 
ſtery is taken in a T wo-fold Senſe 
in the New Teſtament: Some- 
times for that which had been 
long hidden under Types and 
Shadows in the Old, but is by 
Chriſt, or his Apoftles, fully re- 
veal'd; as in 1 Cor. 2. 7. Rom. 16. 
25. and ſo now ceaſeth tobea My- 
ſtery. At other Times, for that 
which hath too great Depth in 
it, for Humane Underitandings to 
dive to the Bottom of it; as in 
1 Cor. 15.5 1. 1 Tim. 3.16. And the 
Myſteries theſe Gentlemen make 
Sport with are of this Nature. 
Whereas they make the Chriſtian 
Religion much the more venera- 
ble, inſtead of offering a Temp- 
tation to any but the moſt deſpi- 
cable People, to deſpiſe it. 5 

u 
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But 1f they were not as void 


of the Reaſon they are ſuch high 


Pretenders to, as they are of Re- 
ligion, they would be eaſily able 
to diſtinguiſh between being con- 
tradictory to, and being above our 
Reaſon; and then, whatever 1s 
flatly contradictory thereunto, 
they would not. call a Myſtery, 
but a Nothing : Like Tranſubſtan- 
tration, which contradicts not a 
few ſelf-evident Principles of na- 
tural Reaſon, and even Four of 
our Five Senſes. So that nothing 
but the mighty Power of the moſt 
exquiſite Popiſh Prieſt-Craft could 
have kept it from being long, 
long ſince hooted out of the 
World; as nothing elſe could 
have ever brought it in. But the 
Doctrine which they (and others 
whom we may not call Infidels) 
do chiefly rank with this, viz. 
That of the Bleſſed Trinity, they 

would 
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would do well to call a Myſtery, 
ſo they could forbear to do it 
ſcoffingly. But let it be fairly re- 
preſented in the Words of Scrip- 
ture, and according to the Senſe 
of the moſt ancient Fathers, right 
Reaſon will have no Quarrel 
with it. 

As for the Doctrine which 
hath taken up the former part of 
the preceding Diſcourſe, this 
Name Myſtery is not due to it in 
the former of the foreſaid Senſes, 
ſince (as we have ſhewn) it was 
not hidden from the ancient 
Jews; and 'tis ſcarce due to it in 
the latter; at leaſt, it is one of 
the eaſieſt Myſteries to thoſe, who 
know how to ſet Bounds to Cu- 
riofity, and will take a Thus 


all Objections, while it is evi- 


dent that the Lord doth ſay it. 
Yet, 
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Yet, nothing 1s more evident, 
than that God never ſaid any 
thing in ſuch a Senſe, as plainly 
ſpeaks a Contradiction to an 
undoubted Principle of Reaſon. 
But no one can ſay that this is 
the Cate here. 

And this 1s a Rule never to be 
called in Queſtion, any more 
than we can doubt of our own 
Beings, That nothing can poſ- 
fibly be reveal'd by God, the un- 
avoidable Conſequence of which 
is ſuch a Contradiction. The Wiſe 
Man calls the Spirit of a Man (or 
his reaſoning Faculty) the Candle 
of the Lord: And there is no Dif- 
terence between the manifeſt Di- 
Fates of Reaſon, and thoſe in the 
Sacred Writings, but that theſe 
are outward, and the other inward 
Divine Revelations. So that 'tis 
as impoſſible they ſhould contra- 
dict one the other, as that God 


can 
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can contradict himſelf. And what- 
ſoever Senfe is given to any par- 
ticular Place of Scripture, that 
overthrows any one of thoſe Di- 
ctates, we are as certain of its 
Falſity, as we can be of the Di- 
vine Authority of the Whole. 
But let our Infidels, or their 
Sceptical Brethren, ſhew us, if 
they are able, how any one of 
our Articles of Faith doth fo, as 
it is expreſſed in Holy Scripture, 
truly tranſlated and reaſonably in- 
terpreted. 

But what Hiate do thoſe make 
of themſelves, who fleer at any 
ſuch Article, becauſe this and na- 
tural Reafon do not ftand upon 
the fame Level ; becauſe it is not 
to be throughly comprehended there- 
by, or it can have but a ſuperfi- 
cial Apprehenſion, or Concepti- 
on of it! What ſtrange Mortals 
doth this ſpeak them, ſince ea 

the 
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the ſelf-ſame Reaſon it would be- 
come them too, to ridicule Mil- 
lions of Things in Nature (nay, 
every Thing) no leſs than any 
thing in Religion. 

Who, that hath any Smattering 
in Experimental Philoſophy, 1s 
ignorant, that there 1s nothing 
he ſees, feels, or treads on, but is 
a Myſtery, ſo deep a Myſtery, as 
does non-plus the moſt accurate 
Searchers into its Natnre? And 
among Animals, the very leaſt and 
moſt deſpiſed do afford Matter 
of no leſs (if not by means of 
their Minuteneſs, greater) Admi- 
ration, than the greateſt and 
moſt noble. And the more curi- 
ous a Pryer, with the Help of 
his Microſcopes, into any of theſe 
Creatures any Man is, the more 
is he amazed and confounded. 


Not 
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Not to ſoar ſo high, as to any 
of the aſtoniſhing Cæleſtial Bodies; 
but confining our ſelves to the 
plain Objects of our Senſes here 
below, tho' we are infallibly cer- 
tain of the E xiſtence of them 
all, and that they really are, yet 
to give an Account hom they are 
what they are, or of their inward 
Eſſential Forms, we are infinite- 
ly at a Loſs. 

Iwill deſcend ſo very low, as 
to any Sort of Compounds ; we 
ſee that this Boily is a Compound 
Subſtance (and indeed there is 
not a Body to be ſeen which 1s 
not) but how the Particles came 
to be knit and compacted ſo faſt 
together, as to make 1t one natu- 
ral Bod y or Subſtance, all Endea- 
vours to be ſatisfied do end in an 
Aſſurance, that tis in vain to en- 
deavour it. And we are fain to 


take up at laſt with the Power, 
Wit 


6 
Wiſdom and Will of God in an- 
ſwering this Queſtion; and in 
ſolving innumerable the like Dif- 
ficulties in Nature; whereas the 
poor Athei$t has nothing left him 
to ſay or think. 

Not to mention neither the | 
Myſteriouſneſs of our own Make | 
(which, one would think, ſhould | 
be better known to us, than an 
thing without us) thoſe Actions of 
ours, which are the moſt common 
and trivial, if they be free Acti- 
ons, are acknowledged by Philo- 
ſophers of the beſt Reputation, 
to be unaccountable ; as even 
how by Will and Thought we 
can move a Finger. 

Our doughty Men at Reaſoning 

are poſitive in it, that the Noti- 

on of a Spiritual or immaterial 

Subſtance is a Contradiction, and 

therefore in their Senſe a pro- 
found Myſtery. But are they not 
K as | 
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of a Spirit is as well known to us, 


— — - 


ſtotelians call Occult Qualities; but, 
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as much aware that the Notion 
of a Bodily Subſtance is no leſs 
fo too ? If they be not, they muſt 
be acquainted with the naked Sub- 
ſtance of Body; and let them pre- 
tend to be ſo, if they have the 
Confidence. But we dare tell 
them, That the naked Subſtance 


as that of a Bodycan be to them : 
And that one of them 1s no bet- 
ter known to any than the other. 
That is, neither is at all knowable 
to us, but by its Properties; and 
the Properties of each are alike 
{een in their Operations and Ef- 
fects. 5 

The proper Accidents and Qua- 
lities of Bodies, are many of them 
known by our Senſes : I ſay not 
all, ſince there are not a few 
Things in them which the Ar:- 


| tay, many of them are known 


by 
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by our Senſes, ſuch as theirDimen- 
ſions, Diviſibility, Figure, Colour, 
Sounds, Savours, Scents, Hard- 
neſs or Softneſs, Rouglineſs or 
Smoothneſs, c. But 'tis Mad- 
neſs to ſay, that the Subſtance of 
a Body conſiſts of theſe or the 
like Things; or that they are 
any other than Properties, or other 

Accidents, of the Subſtance. 
But who knows not, that the 
Properties of Spiritual Subſtances, 
ſuch as our Souls, with their Ope- 
rations and Effects, are as clearly 
diſcern'd by our Minds, and our 
inward Senſations, and as infalli- 
bly known as thoſe of Botes are 
by our outward Senſes ? Such as 
the Powers of Thinking, Re- 
membring, and Reminiſcence ; of 
Invention, of Willing, of Deli- 
beration, of Chuſing, of Judging, 
of Diſcerning of Differences be- 
tween Things which ſeem the 
K 2 very 
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very ſame to Senſe or Fancy; and 
the Powers of moving Bodies, and 
of Self- Motion, &c. Who knows 
not, I ſay, that theſe are altoge- 
ther as certainly known, as thoſe 
other Properties, &c. of Bodies? 
And ſuch as perceive not that 
they can't belong to Bodies, we 
may be tempted to pronounce of 
their Souls what Plato does of the 
Souls of Swine, That they ſerve 
onely for Salt to keep their Bodies 
from ſtinking; or to but little bet- 
ter Purpoſe. 

Again, the Doctrine of God's 
Immenſity, or Omnipreſence, how 
incredible doth it ſound in thoſe 
Mens Ears ! Whereas a little 
Thinking, were they capable of 
it, might convince them, that tis 
as accountable how an infinitely 
pertect Being ſhould be preſent 
throughout His whole val Crea- 
tion at the ſame time, as how 

our 
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our Souls ſhould be fo preſent in 
all the Parts of their Bodies, than 
which nothing is! more appa- 
rent. 

And once more, The Doctrine 
of the Union betwixt the Divine 
and Humane Natures in Chriſt, 
which St. Paul ſets in the Front 
of his Siæ Parts of the Great My- 
ſtery of Godlineſs, 1 Tim. 3. 16. 
what Non-ſenſe would thoſe Men 
make of 1t ! Whereas the Union 
betwixt our Souls and Bodies is 
as incomprehenſible. 

As for thoſe that have brought 
themſelves to ſuch a Pals, as to 
ſay we are nothing but Body, to 
what Purpoſe is talking to them? 
But to thoſe who are not ſo miſe- 
rably ſunk, I will venture to ſay 
further, That it ſeems, in one 
Reſpect, the greater Difficulty of 
the I wo, to comprehend the 
Poſſibility of this latter Union, 


VIZ. 
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iz. between a Soul and its Body: 
This being an Union between 
Two, which are of moſt unlibe 
and contrary Natures, or Proper- 
ties; for ſo a Spirit and a Body 
are : But that of the Soul of our 
Saviour with the Divinity, is an 
Union between Two Spirits; and 
therefore between I wo agreeing 
in their Natures as ſuch ; tho the 
one is infinitely ſuperior to the 
other. And how Spirits can af- 
fect Spirits is nothing ſo hard to 
imagine, as how Spirits can affect 
Bodies, and Bodies Spirits ; and 
mutually act upon one another, 
as we know they do by our Feel- 
ing, and know nothing more cer- 
tainly by all our Senſes toge- 
ther. 

But tis endleſs (as has been 
intimated) to go on in Inſtances 
of Things in Nature, which Hu- 
mane Underſtandings were never 

ns. made 
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made to penetrate ; or to have 
more than .an extreamly ſhallow 
Inſpection into the moſt con- 
temptible of them. 

What a Sort of Things then are 
they in their own Eyes, who will 
take nothing for Truth upon 


God's bare Word? Or, which a- 


mounts to the ſame thing, will 


not have God to ſay what there 
is full Evidence of His having 
ſaid it, if their Reaſon, forſooth, 
cannot maſter it; if it be not an 
adequate Object thereof? When, 
if they will be but of a Piece 
with themſelves, they ſhould af- 
firm too, That God Almighty 
never did, as well as never ſaid, 
any thing, which does give them 
any inſuperable Difficulty. And 
this muſt end in ſaying, God has 
done nothing: Which 'tis likely 
they could well enough away 
with, but that it cannot ſerve 
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liſh of it is, there i nothing, be- 


= 


cauſe there is not any thing, be 


(as hath been lhewn) too deep 
Myfteries for them, or any of us 
all, to fathom. And conſequent- 
ly themſelves are nothing, after 


all, which they as little under- 


Rand as any thing, I was abont 


to ſay leſs. And happy twould 


be for them were they nothing, 
or could become nothing, if they 
never come to a ſober Mind-: 


Which God grant they _—_— ol 
fore 1 it be too late N 
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